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L. V. RUFFIN, land promoter who has figured promin- 
ently in public testimony in the veterans’ land investiga- 
tion, stands in front of his real estate and insurance office 
in Brady on the street floor of the Brady Hotel. 


RUFFIN IS ‘GOAT,’ 
TWO SOURCES SAY — 


BRADY, Jan. 31—L. V. Ruffin is 
a trader. 
He is mildly proud of the fact 


that the folks around Brady think 
of him as a man you have to watch 
or he’ll outwit you before dawn. 


Shivers neuen 
On Ike in '56 


But Is ‘Very Fond’ 
Of President, He Says 


AUSTIN, Jan. 31—While he is 
“very fond” of President Eisen- 
hower, Governor Shivers says that 
he does not know now whether he 
will back the President for re-elec- 
tion in 1956. 

“It would depend on a lot of 
things,” he told Washington news- 
men when he was questioned after 
lunching with Eisenhower at the 
White House. 

People here are wondering about 
the answer with which Shivers par- 
ried one questioner who asked, 
“who is your candidate for Gov- 
ernor” in the 1956 election in Texas. 
“ The Associated Press from Wash- 
ington reported that Shivers re- 
plied with a laugh: 

“I am only interested in one can- 
didate—Shivers.” 

“Does that mean you are going to 
run again?” the reporter asked. 

“I didn’t say that,” Shivers re- 
plied. 

Senator Price Daniel has _ indi- 
cated a willingness to return to 
Texas and run for Governor, leav- 
ing two years of his present Senate 
term incomplete, if a majority of 
the people want him to do so. Talk 
has been current ‘that Shjvers 
might back Daniel for Governor 
ind run for the Senate himself. 

On the Eisenhower question, the 
Governor said he is “very fond of 
the President and I think he has 
had an excellent record—good for 
the country.” 

W. A. Blakely, a Dallas lawyer, 
joined Shivers and Eisenhower at 
lunch. Jack Dillard, an administra- 
tive assistant to the Governor, ac- 
companied Shivers to Washington, 
where they attended .a meeting of 
the President’s Commission on In- 
tergovernmental Relations. 











indicated, on 
from State 


Press reports have | 
the basis of testimony 
Auditor C. H. Cavness, that Ruffin 
made $310,694 in a series of group | 
land sales to the Veterans’ Land | 
Board. Ruffin has denied he made | 
that kind of money, and it now} 
appears that some of the money | 
went into overhead and some to | 
other persons in the deals. 

In Austin, a source on the House 
Military and Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee says that Ruffin appar- 


ently is supposed to be “the fall 

guy.” 
A man who grew up with him, | 

C. N. Bell, now in the feed store 


business, says in Brady: 


“L. V. Ruffin is being made the | 
goat by someone else. It’s going on | 
both in Austin and here. He's an | 


innocent victim of politics.” 

Right now, the 35-year-old Ruf- | 
fin isn’t talking. He is one of four | 
persons in the veterans’ land scan- | 
dal who have invoked the state | 
constitutional provision protecting | 
anyone from being compelled to 
testify against himself in a crim- | 
inal prosecution. Ruffin is willing | 
to tell his story fully when the time | 
comes, it is indicated, but his law- | 
yer, Sam McCollum III, has ad-|} 
vised him to wait for that time. 

Ruffin grew up in Brady. He has } 
never been in trouble with the law | 





We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 
see it. 
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eterans Land Scandal | 


Try To Stop House Probe 
Is Charged and Denied 


(See 


By RONNIE DUGGER 


Editor, The Texas Observer 
“Through the 


below, 


Maze,” 


AUSTIN 


An independent inquiry by The Texas Observer int 


yielded this information : 


1 Senator Dorsey Hardeman of San Angelo, 


chairn 


gating the scandals, conferred in Brady with B. R 
cipals in the current statewide inquiry, about a wee! 


tions began. A Brady witness 


said the two men had 


that ‘‘a damn lie” and said Sheffield “hounded” him unt 


2 Sheffield tried to hire Hardeman’s law partner 





Through the Maze | 


Details recorded by 
from testimony of state 


reporters 
officials 


at the Senate hearings on the 
veterans’ land program afford 
this view of some of the activi- 


ties of the principals: 

T. J. McLarty, Cuero, sold land 
to a corporation of which he was 
president for $288,000. The cor- 
poration then sold it to the state 


program for $511,450 for re-sale 
to veterans, it was said. 
C. O. Hagan, Yoakum, sold 


land to two corporations under 
investigation, and they then re- 
sold it to the state program. C. 
L. Carey, president of both cor- 
porations, was said to be Hagan’s 
former book-keeper in a tomato 
packing plant in Yoakum. 


Cletus Ernster, Cuero, forme: 
employee of Hagan’s, went to 
California to obtain signatures 
of veterans involved in multiple 
land deals, testimony says. 

(Continued on Page 7 











Four Use Legal rai 
To Refuse To Talk | 


AUSTIN, Jan. 31—Four persons } 
have invoked the state constitu- | 
tional protection against being com- | 
pelled to give evidence against | 
one’s self in a criminal prosecution, 
and two are reported to have left | 
the State and cannot be _ subpoe- | 
naed in connectior. with the veter- 
ans’ land scandal. 

Bascom Giles testified before the | 
| Senate Investigating Committee be- 
hind closed doors almost two hours | 
on the history of veterans’ land leg- 


3 Bascom Giles al 
members of his 
| have been associated i! 
| ness transactions witl 
\field, C. O. Hagan, Ye oak 
land Elbert J. Wall of B 
who is Sheffield’s son-ir 
Hagan was a _ promot 
veterans’ land deals 
type under investigatior 
Wall seems to have bes 


deman visited the H 
chamber and urged sor 
them not to investigaté 
land scandals, and four H 
members say a drive is u 
way to squelch such 
quiry, but Hardeman 
“there’s nothing we're 
to cover up.” 


Attorney General Jot 

Shepperd, a member 
Veterans’ Land Board wit 
ernor Shivers and new Lar 
missioner Ear] Rudder 
House subcommittee that tl 
would welcome a House ir 
tion in his capacity as a mer 
the Land Board, 
age such an investigati 
|role as a law 


he wol ild 





enforcement 
Freshman U.S. Cong 
John Bell of Cuero, 
| state senator, made represent 
| before the Land Board on 
veteran applicants “at n¢ 
ibut it is not 
| whether he also represents 
| land sellers from the C 
before the Board, a {jf 
acknowledged by the acting 
|Commissioner, Dennis Wall 
| response to a question 


yet 





Wiley Cheatham, a y 
crusading county att 


except for some traffic tickets. He | jjation and possible changes in it, | Cuero, told this newspaper 


used to break broncs on a nearby | 
ranch. Married now, with a couple 
of little girls, he’s come up by a 
mixture of workin’ and swappin’. 
People around here say he’s a good 
guy—but sharp. 

Ruffin has a cigarbox full of | 
medals — the Distinguished Flying | 
Cross, Air Medal, Presidential Cita- | 
tion, and clusters. He was one of 
the pilots who flew across “the | 
hump” between China and India, 
ferrying gasoline and food into the 
Assam Valley of China. | 

# 

In a public statement, he denied | 
that he had made the much publi- 
cized profit—‘I’ve never seen that | 
kind of money,” he said. He said he | 
did not recruit the veterans who | 
signed the papers that made the| 
group land transactions. “There | 
were so many (veterans) at times 
you couldn’t turn around in my of- 
fice.” 

(Continued on Page 4) 


but he refused to answer questions | 
“relating to his business relations, 
transactions, partnerships, 
ownership with any and all per- | 
sons and companies, including J. 
| Paul Little, C. O. Hagan, B. R. Shef- 
field, L. V. Ruffin, and T. J. Mec- 
(Continued on Page 5) 
+ 


| Constitutions Prevent 


‘Forced Self-Incrimination 


Article I of the Texas Constitu- 
tion is the Texas “Bill of Rights.” 
Section 10 reads in part: 

“Sec. 10. Rights of Accused 
Persons in Criminal Prosecutions. 
In all criminal prosecutions, the 


accused shall not be com- 
pelled to give evidence against 
himself ....” 


The Fifth Amendment to the 
U. S. Constitution states that no 
person “shall be compelled in any 
criminal case to be a_ witness 
against himself.” 


or co-| | 


|Travis County grand 
|bring 400 indictments 
wanted to.” 


8 Four persons who we! 
to testify before the 
| committee — Bascom Giles 
Ruffin of Brady, Hagan 
itus Ernster, Cuero busi 
|—have invoked the stat 
|tional protection that a per 
not be compelled to testif) 
|himself in a criminal p 
| Two others, Sheffield and T 
Larty of Cuero, are reports 
the State, McLarty perman 


In general, the stand 
has been the promotior 
sales to the State, sometime 

| profits made possible by 
|praisals, and then the 
re-acquisition of the land « 
a lease-back or some othe! 
after it was bought by 
from the Land Board. T 


4 House members say H 


CUERO, and YOAKUM 
land scandal has 


rans 


Senate committee investi- 
Sheffield, one of the prin- 
his committee’s investiga- 

but Hardeman called 


rred with him. 


-d, Hardeman says. 


] y-term three - percent 
Nas extended to land pro- 
instead of individual veter- 
iring land 
igh he is reticent about 
publication, it was 
ham work, along with the 
paper reporting of 32-year-old 
K. Towery of The Cuero 
that started the now-state- 
estigations last year. 
far, as a result of the investi- 
Giles has refused to qualify 
ninth elective term as Land 
issioner; three Land Board 
Laurence Jackson, execu- 
ecretary, U. S. McCutcheon, 
assistant, and H. Lee 
the appraiser in most of the 
deals, have resigned; and 
tments have been brought 
three Cuero men. Ernster 
rged with passing a forged 
ent and two Cuero notaries 
eged to have violated their 


ents for 


iddition, Shivers and Shep- 
ave been criticized for “ab- 
teeism” at Board meetings. 
went to three and Shep- 
even out of the 78 meetings 
952, 1953, and 1954 before 
oversy “broke.” 
rs has criticized requiring 
ernor to serve on “ex-offi- 
and has said he was 
busy with other State busi- 
pay full attention to the 
” 
man says that his hearings 
- an end and that he does 
ipate the need for further 
-arings 
County District Attorney 
- said Saturday that the 
ry still has the veterans’ 
atter under consideration. 
the DeWitt County 
iry investigating tue pro- 
cessed until March 7. In- 
will be sought at that 
the basis of testimony the 
received and further in- 
tions, a Cuero law enforce- 
fficer said 


Hardeman and 
Sheffield Meet 


Hardeman said that his 


Carl Runge of San- 
told me Sheffield tried to 
) repre sent him.” Runge 


n’s conne cti on with the in- 


t intormation received 
at he had conferred with 
the week before Christ- 
shortly before the beginning 
committee’s investigation on 
27, Hardeman responded: 
s, I talked to him, I was in 
3rady to look over a water project. 
(Continued on Page 4) 











Let those flatier who fear, 
JEFFERSON 


P banal hel 


On the same 


AP 


dav last week lt \ ( Ci I it SAii¢ 


we will go to war if China attacks Formosa. and the Chi 
premier said he will attack Formosa 

The Congress passed a resolution giving the President the 
right to use air, naval, and ground forces to engage what 
ever operations he thinks might be required to defend 
Formosa, the Pescadores, or “related positions.” 

Chou En-Lai declared that his Government is determined 
to “liberate’’ Formosa on grounds that it is “an inalienable | 


part of China's territory.” 

In the historic Senate debate, in wv 
ders, Kefauver. and Humphrey led the 
Morse said that “on my word of h 
from Secretary Dulles and Admiral Radford would 
that the Eisenhower resolution was meart to auth 
advance “the right of the President to order a strike 


Mor se, Flaz 


soul-searching, Sen 


hich Sens 
yor,” secret test 

prove 
rize in 
against 


the mainland before any act of war had been committed 
against the United States.” 

Sen. Morse called this “a predated declaration of war.” 
Secretary Dulles is reported to have agreed with this ter- 
minology. 

Mr. Eisenhower's chief military adviser, Admiral Rad- 


of Red China (which would be 
Seventh Fleet to keep the 
which is 125 miles from 


ford, has favored a blockade 
an act of war) and the use of the 
Communists from taking Quemoy. 
Formosa. 

Senator Knowland, the GOP leader in 
advocated actions which, if carried out, 
lead to war. 

What are these people getting us into? 

No one denies Formosa is strategically 
US. 

But is it worth world war? 

Is it worth commitment of American troops to the main- 
land of China, there possibly to be consumed in battle with 
the Chinese? 

Is a military dictator with no impulses toward democracy 
a suitable beneficiary of such risks? 

Mr. Eisenhower, beyond any doubt, 
serve the interests of peace entirely. If China backs down, 
his dramatic bid to Congress will go down in history as a 
bold stroke for peace with few parallels. But if China does 
not back down, war with China seems certain. 

Russia has a mutual defense pact with China. 

Either Chou En-Lai is bluffing, or Mr. Eisenhower is 
bluffing, or ne‘ther one is bluffing and war, perhaps world- 
wide atomic war, is merely a question of time, and not much 
time at that. 

Neither one looks like he’s bluffing 

One helluva poker game, isn’t it? 


Come, Vow 


The shocking evidence of attempts to suppress an inde- 
pendent investigation of the veterans’ land scandal in the} 
House of Representatives supports charges that somebody 
is trying to hide something from the people 

Justice requires that no one jump to conclusions in the 
matter. For that very reason, further investigation by offi- 
cial bodies not under the control of the Governor. himself 
partly to blame for the mess, is urgently demanded on 
behalf of the public’s right to know. 

Why did Senator Hardeman tell the House committee that 
it could not have the records of the Senate group's secret 
sessions on the abuse of the program? The House is co- 
equal with the Senate. The crucial information would be 


the Senate, has 
would almost surely 


important to the 


intends his move to 


contained in the secret hearings. What is the meaning of 


this arrogant denial of the prerogatives of the House”? 


Why did Senator Hardeman visit the House chamber to} 


tell some members that he thinks they should not investi- 
gate the matter” 


Why did John Ben Shepperd tell a subcommittee of the | 


House that, as a law enforcement officer, he would discour- 
age a House investigation’? It could only mean that he does 
not trust the House to conduct its investigation properly 
or that he fears that a House probe might reveal things he 
would rather have kept quiet or presented in a different 
light. 

Let’s have it out. 

The people will not stand for anything short of 
truth. 
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OBSERVATIONS 








By PAUL HOLCOMB 


cratic Primary, and places his own 


Written for The Teras Observer henchmen (and women’—who will 
During the past two weeks I have do his bidding—in their place. If 
* ‘ this is the action of “a Conserva- 
traveled hundreds of miles and ie pies ye shite 
tive,” HOW WOULD A RADICAL 
talked to hundreds of people about ACT? 
juwe Texas Observer. The conver- | ~° : 
ions that I have held with Demo- In his campaign for Governor 
lerats from every walk of life, con- mee eg Governor rwhp 
firms the opinion that the major stooped to the lowest depths ol 
demagoguery. By insinaution, by 
problem which confronts the lead- : . 7 : . : 
hip of the Democratic Party is innuendo and by direct statement 
ersn! oO tne m ra r 1s ‘ . 
one of education. This is especially he hurled charges and a 
true in Texas where the press and tions against his opponent, and 
pa os we: against all who opposed him, 
radio are continually and perpetu- ; “ * . . a Pp H 
ally striving to “propagandize” the | “ lich he knew were not true on 
public into believing that the | Statements about Communism in 
Shivercrat - Dixiecrat gang. who |Port Arthur were not true—and 
te erers ° >, re sal ° 
ion urped the control of th | Allan Shivers attended High 
save Sule , s e |} 1 
Democratic Party in Texes are in | School in Port Arthur and knew 
reality “C nservative Democrats.” | personally most of the leaders 
reailt On > > > ) ‘ : 4 : 
An) ’ |who were the victims of his slan- 
Calling Allan Shivers and his} 
‘ - yx |derous charges. Port Arthur is 
pporters conservative” AWN Y-| ; are 
THING is a rank mie-statement of | °™ of Allan Shivers’s “old home 
4 7 sail 9 lis-s Eth ” | 
fact, and simply doe net mak |towns.” but he did not hesitate to 
ia an sim Ss ce 
sense. Allan Shivers and his politi- trample his own people down be- 
eal cohorts are “RUTHLESS RADI- | C2use they voted against him, If 
' : “er s was e conduct of “a Con- 
CALS.” who descend to vicious and | ‘Ss was th - . 
lundemocratic extremes whenever servative,.” may the Lord protect 
and wherever they can gain con- from anybody who is “a Radi- 
cal. 
trol. These Shivercrat - Dixiecrat | 
leaders do not hesitate to throw out Of course the Governor main- 
| and discredit legally elected dele- | tained an air of “sanctimonious 
l sates to anv convention. and ille- |™artyrdom” in hurling his charges 
gally remove duly elected State | and by posing as a _ super-duper 
Executive Committeemen and Com- | “Texas Firster.” He had thousands 
mitteewomen—IF THEY DID NOT/|°f people fooled—and they are 
r y | il > < i t > ae 7 
|VOTE FOR ALLAN SHIVERS a fooled This is the reason 
t > Ta) > > to he ] he 
|These are matters of fact—which | that the people need to be told the 
'the records will sustain jfacts. The constant barrage of 
In every political convention pereusennee carried on by the 
| since 1948. Shivers has used “strong| daily press has the average man 
jarm methods and “steamroller”’|iN @ comatose state Most people 
tactics to crush everybody who|40 not know the facts. and they 
| dared to oppose him. At the Min-| don't know what to do about it 
}eral Wells convention in 1950,;even if they do know the facts 
|Shivers left a few real Democrats The imm nediate problem facing 
his State Executive Committee.|the Demorcats is to point out the 
| But in 1952 and 1954, he threw off|fact that a Democratic newspaper 
|every man and woman who voted | is needed. This is not difficult, fo: 
against him—if he knew it almost nobody has much confi- 
The Committeemen and Commit-|dence in the daily press. The fact 
}teewomen from the 31 State Sena-|that real political leaders are 
torial Districts are legally and mor-|elected in spite of the opposition 
ally bound to represent the Demo-|of “the press” is proof that the 


crats who elected them. But Allan 
Shivers ruthlessly removes all who | 
against 


voted him in the Demo- 


| average citizen does not put much 


| 
! 


newspaper. But 
propa- 


in his 
insidious 


confidence 
by spreading 














jin government will 


Texas Needs a Pro-Democrat Paper 


after day —the daily 
to discredit good men 
the fellows who 
the big money 


ganda — day 
press is able 
and build up 
have charge of 
bags 
The 

ing the 
the people 


] 
lity of 


biggest problem  confront- 
Democrats is to convince 
that there is a _ possi- 
getting “an honest news- 
paper.” It is sadly true that a 
great majority of the people do 
not believe that there is any such 
thing as an honest newspaper, de- 
voted to truth and sincere public 
service. The idea that a newspa- 
per would ‘turn down easy 
money” for the sake of truth and 
honest public service is beyond 
their range of experience and ob- 
servation. Of course it is true that 
anybody who thinks that every- 
body dishonest—is dishon- 
est himself: yet it must be ad- 
mitted that “honest newspapers 
are scarce.” But we must never 
oubt that there are honest news- 
papers. There must be honest men 
and honest newspapers if democ- 
racy and our civilization is to sur- 
vive 

The next problem which con- 
fronts Democratic leadership is to 
convince the people that not only 
are honest men and honest news- 
papers a possibility. but that 


else is 


| TEXAS HAS (at least) ONE HON- 


EST NEWSPAPER—RIGHT NOW 
The Texas Observer is owned and 
operated by Democrats. It is the 
concensus of opinion of these Dem- 
ocrats that Ronnie Dugger, who 
has been chosen to run their paper. 
is entirely honest and sincere in his 
desire and determination to con- 
duct a newspaper devoted to truth. 
democracy, and _ public service 
Those who know him best, believ« 
in him most. 


t is the duty of every believer in 
democracy to get behind The Texas 
Observer and spread the news that 
Texas actually has a newspaper— 
now—devoted to truth. If the peo- 
ple who want honesty and decency 
support this 
paper, the job will be accomplished. 
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From Washington 


| 
Luce (cg) Talk Does” Not} 
*|€Daunt Farmbelt Democrat 


By JEAN ROBITSCHER 
Washington Correspondent 
The Texas Observer 
In a recent issue of Newsweek, Ambassador to Italy Clare | 
Booth Luce was quoted calling the Democrats “troubadors | 
of trouble and crooners of catastrophe’—a phrase that | By Countryside and Town 
smacks of many years’ association with Time advertising. 


Well, one Democrat decided that 
although he didn’t wish to be clas- 
sified by Ambassador Luce or any- 
one else as a blues singer, he could 
not evade the duty of reporting to 
Congress some very alarming facts 
about our Nation's “drouth catas- 
trophe.” 

Rep. Ed Edmondson (D, Okla.) 
told his colleagues in the House of 
Representatives that “no one can 
deny the national scope of our 
drouth disaster.” At present, 944 
counties in 18 States are _ recog- 
nized by the Department of Agri- 
culture as drouth emergency areas. 
Farmers home disaster loans have 
been made available in 8 of these 
18 states—Kansas, Louisiana, Mis- 
souri, New Mexico, Mississippi, Ok- 
lahoma, Tennessee, and Texas. 

“Although we have had the at- 
tention of our National Govern- 
ment,” Rep. Edmondson said, “I 
cannot avoid this conclusion re- 
garding our Federal drouth pro- 
gram: Relief has not only been too 
little and too late, but all too often 
the relief has been given in the 
wrong place.” 

He pointed out there is mount- 
ing evidence that the small farmer 
and cattleman with limited resour- 
ces and most urgent need for 
drouth assistance is not receiving 
substantial help from the present 
program. 

“The Department of Agriculture 
can show some handsome figures 
on feed assistance and FHA loans,” 
he said, “but those of us in hard-hit 





Church on Race 


The governing body of the Epis- 
copal Diocese of Texas formally en- 
dorsed the Supreme Court's deci- 
sion declaring racial segregation in 
the schools unconstitutional. In a 
meeting Jan. 21 in Houston, 
106th annual council agreed that: 

“This council go on record plac- 
ing itself behind the justice of the 
Supreme Court and recognize 
that the practical implementation 
of this justice must be worked out 
within the framework of forgive- 
ness and love.” 

There was no reference in the 
statement to the admission of Ne- 
groes to churches for whites. 

(This concludes our survey of the 
positions of area church- confer- 
ences on segregation.) 


the | 





Interpretive | 
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drouth areas can cite far too many 
instances of wholesale herd 


lief cases.” In Oklahoma, for exam- | 
ple, 115,000 people are reported on 
direct food relief, and the 
expected to reach 125,000 by March 
11, 1955. And the Soil Conservation 
Service has warned that five South- 
ern Great Plains States—Oklahoma, 


Texas, Kansas, New Mexico, and 
Colorado — may experience dust 
storms this year worse than any 


since the thirties. 
President Eisenhower in his State 
of the Union message on January 6 


said: “Because drouth also remains 
a serious agricultural problem, I | 
shall recommend legislation § to 


strengthen Federal disaster assist- 
ance programs.” However, Rep. Ed- 
mondson points out, the announced 
budget plans in the field of agri- 
culture are cause for general alarm: 

A frontline fighting force in the 

battle 
the Soil 
which the 


Conservation 


£ Loan authority for the Farmers’ 

Home administration, the chief 
source of disaster loans, has been 
reduced from $166 million in 1954 
to $153 million in 1955, 
million in 1956 


eg The 


agricultural conservation 


program, in charge of soil- 
building and water-conserving, has 
its new money cut from a $226 mil- 


lion actual expenditure in 1954 to a 
recommended $175 million in 1956. 
Although $15 million was  appro- 
priated for emergency wind dam- 
age control in 1954, absolutely noth- 
ing is recommended for this pur- 
| pose in the new budget 
@ And the budget showsa $15 
million cut in funds for com- 
modity procurement for the school- 
lunch program. 


irelieve the Nation’s education 
crisis. Attacking the Administra- 
tion’s inadequate school program, 





Sen. Clements said that nine mil- 


total is} 


against drouth damage is | 


poses to cut from $59,085,671 in fis- 
ical vear 1955 to $55,596,200 in fiscal | 
1956 


and $147 | 


Senate Majority Whip Earle C. 
Clements (D, Ky) pledged Demo- ! 


cratic support for action that would | 








Welcome—But 


liqui- | 


dations, farm sell-outs and food re- | Scrape Your Feet 


| 

It is an old saying that “honest 
| confession is good for the soul.” By 
| that measure the soul of the not- 
| as-handsome-as-he-was Governor of 
Texas must be some better since 
| delivering the State of the State 
|message to the Legislature and 
;over the solon’s shoulders to the 
| people of Texas. He stood up and 
confessed to the world that after 
| 20 years of his leadership, in which 
| Sem year to year he has pushed | 
| for more and again more power and 
| had it given to him by the Legisla- 
ture, the state of the State of Texas 
| was a needy one indeed. And said, 
|“This is but idle talk and empty 
|gesture unless we maintain a dy- 
namic and effective State Govern- 
ment that adequately deals with 


Service, | 
presidential budget pro- 


|'our own problems.” 
Well? 
Really, isn’t that what we were 


| trying to tell the voters last sum- 
’ He sang a different tune then. 
;Do I understand that the Shiver- 
crats are now joining the Demo- 
crats in Texas to try to mend some 
lof these distressing conditions the 
| Governor outlined so clearly? Well, 
the Welcome doormat is out, but as 
good housekeepers we must ask 
| that they scrape the mud off their 
|shoes and don’t bring those sales 


|taxes in the house with them. 
ss+* 


| mer’ 


| 


Of all the ironic, sarcastic legis- 
lative proposals, I think that with 
which Hon. Tom Joseph (McClen- 
nan county) crowned the Govern- 
or’s confession of failure 
Namely that it be required that our 
license plates be stamped “Tremen- 
dous Texas.” Men have been shot 
| for less biting impudence than that. 
—MFC 





lion school children are without 
the Secretary of Health, Education 
and Welfare (Oveta Culp Hobby) 
wants to do about it is “study and 
study and study—for many, many 
more months.” He added: 

“I sympathize with her desires to 


our great-grandchildren. At the 
pace she is setting, I suspect that 
|relief will not come much earlier.” 





| raguan 
| cently 


|cessible and 


| tillo Armas and hand 


is tops: | 


Invaders of CostaRica 


May Be Mercenaries 


By BRUCE CUTLER 
Written for The 
(Second of two 


lera (ji 


articles 


The exiled lead 
Liberal part 
(through Exce 
ally conservative and Catt 
ico City newspaper) that t 
for political liberties 
under the Atlantic Ct 
unabated in Nicarag 
tinued political repre 
Somoza government 
of less than a 
Nicaragua has to bea 
of costs in maintainir 
navy, and the large 
Central America whict 
increased through the 
25 surplus American f 
from the Swedish g 
Nicaragua remains 


millior 


isolated 
lacks roads 

Reliable ay eee 
among those invading 
from Nicaragua were 
and members of the ¢ 
gion. The Caribbear 
been described as a 
correspondents, but the 
of reports about its 
the domestic 
Central American ar 
countries has 
concern. At least ons 
used by the Picado-Ca 
dia forces was re} 
borne Venezuelan mark 
dent Figueres has 
rich and generally 
ernment of Venezus 
Colonel Marcos Perez J 
the Communists of 
Picado - Calderon Gua 
with money and sup 
York Times recently 
terview with a young 
Negro flier who had part 
the bombing of the Fig 
ists by the Calderor 
after the latter goverr 
been voted out of 
The flier later turned 


politic 


arouse 


the bombing assignment 


| mala City 


adequate classrooms today and all | 


take care of our grandchildren and | 


* 

Bruce Cutler spent 
1950-54, in Mexics G 
Honduras, E] Salvador 
Riac in public healt! 
tional work projects 
by the governments 
and El Salvador. H« 
rural public schools, ta 
ing and writing Spar 
ons, worked in a ho! 
ricultural self-hel; 
Saivador, and assisted 
sanitation ‘‘“you 
dig latrines”) progr 
Chicago originally 
Austin now with 





FRANKLY SPEAKING 





1 Figueres government is an 
owedly anti-Communist, anti- 
Fascist government fighting a com- 
bination of right- and left-wing 
which have been based in 
Nicaragua. The invasion came as no 
irprise to leaders in Costa Rica, 
just as the Armas invasion from 
Honduras was also anticipated 


forces 


between the two 
nvasions has been, first of all, that 
the Armas forces gathered local 
apport and emerged clearly as a 


The difference 


iberating, revolutionary movement. 
The Picado-Calderon Guardia in- 
yvasion is not such a movement. 


Last summer, President Figueres of 
‘osta Rica predicted just this sort 
of invasion from Nicaragua because 
)f the fear generated in his country 
by his government's policies of so- 
cial reforms and politica] liberties 
Figueres, whose wife is a Swedish 
Quaker, had completely disbanded 
the Costa Rican army except for a 
small, police-like security force, 

lling armies in Central America 
‘an anachronism.” He took pride in 
the fact that Costa Rica was the 
only Nation in Central America 
with more schoolteachers than po- 
icemen. If the Nicaraguans come, 
he argued, we'll greet them with 
liberty. They'll never want to re- 
turn to Nicaragua, he said. 


The mercenaries confounded this 
strategy, which in part accounts for 
Costa Rica’s sudden efforts to se- 
cure arms, aircraft, and assistance 
abroad. It also accounts for the sud- 
of the Organization of 
American States in intervening in 
the hostilities. Knowing Costa Rica 
to be unarmed and avowedly paci- 
fist in its dealings with other Cen- 


den action 


tral American states, the U.S. and 
O.A.S. sent immediate help. Ob- 
servers, patrol craft, and rescue 


teams from the U.S., Mexico, Ecua- 
dor, and Brazil, as well as El Salva- 
dor, have been active in trying to 
settle the. dispute without having 
to throw any of the countries out of 
the regional organization or apply 
economic sanctions. But to this 
date, both Figueres and Somoza 
remain firm in their personal and 
political enmity. and the forces of 
Picado and Calderon Guardia seem 
to be the pawns between them 


Quick action by the O.A.S. and 


U.S. support for the Figueres re- 
gime seem to indiacte that the U‘S., 
far from its policy in the twenties 
which saw U.S. marines in control 

the territory of Nicaragua, is 
now ready to stand by the legiti- 
mately -elected governments. of 
Central America. But they in turn 


ist also stick by the principles of 
the Atlantic Charter and represent 
the legitimate social and political 
ideals of their people. 





Disabled Workman Who Works Anyway Would Be Penalized by HB 4 


By FRANKLIN JONES 
Written for The Texas Observer 
Customarily, the ultimate desires | 

of special pleaders before the Leg- | 
islature remain obscured until] it is 


too late for the people to prevent | 


harmful legislation. All precedent 


was broken before the 53rd Legis- | 


lature, when the insurance interests 
and Texas Manufacturers’ Associa- 


tion literally took a trip to the psy- j 


chiatrist’s couch in exposing their 
innermost desires by sponsoring 
House Bill 261. 


The bill was introduced by Rep. | 


Abington of Fort Worth, top-rank- 
ing representative in the T.M.A. 
sweepstakes, where he voted 40 
times for the corporations, and 0 
times for the people, to come in 


No. 1 ‘(see The State Observer, 
Nov. 2, 1953.) 
The Workmen's Compensation 


Act was rewritten in the bill to de- , 


prive injured workmen of trial by 
jury. Other jnnovations found in 


the measure as drawn would have | 
created a bureaucracy to end all | 


bureaucracies, consisting not only 
ef the Austin members of the In- 
dustrial Accident, Board, but an 


unknown quantity of roving com- | 


Board in such number “as_ re- 
quired.” 

There were many other little self- 
sharpening clauses in the proposed 
bill to encourage final disposition 
of all cases by the unnamed and 
j}unknown roving Commissioners, 
|such as provisions that no review 
of the Commissioners’ findings of 
| fact should be allowed unless writ- 
ten application for review thereof 
|should be filed with the Board 
|within 30 days. For all practical 
| purposes, the award of the Indus- 
|trial Accident Board was made 
final, in that on the so-called ap- 
| peal to the District Court, a bound 
|record of proceedings before the 
|Board was to be forwarded and 
{absent fraud or 
|administrators of the law, no new 
jor additional evidence could be 
taken, and the record was for all 
practical purposes to be _ binding 
upon the courts. (Much more could 
|be said of the singular soul-baring 
|of the sponsors of this bill that 
was manifested by its proposals, but 
I rest the case with the bare out- 
|line given.) 


The T.M.A. has baited the trap 
a little differently for the 54th 
Legislature. It has dropped down 


misconduct of the | 


53rd, and had the bill introduced by 
;Rep. Bates of Houston, whose bat- 
ting average was a mere 91.66 per- 
cent for the corporations in the 
| T.M.A. appraisal of the 53rd Legis- 
lature (The State Observer, Nov. 2, 
1953). It has also, much as the 
|Greeks bearing gifts, pointed up a 
proposed raise of the maximum 
compensation payment from $25 to 
$30 per week. The current proposal, 
H. B. 4, seems to have been made 
on the assumption that if a dog’s 
tail is cut off a little at a time, the 


process will not be so painful—or 
at least, he may not notice until it 
is gone. 

| Presently, the partially incapaci- 


| tated laborer is entitled to compen- 
sation payments figured by taking 
the percentage of his average 
weekly wage and awarding the 
amount so arrived at to him, but not 
in excess of $25 per week. A work- 
man making $100 a week with a 
50 percent partial incapacity would 
receive compensation payments of 
| $25 per week, never to exceed 300 
| weeks — rather small recompense 
for half a body. 

H. B. 4 would require the partial 
disability payments be figured on 
the maximum of $30 per week 





missioners to be appointed by the 'to No. 17 in its sweepstakes for the! rather than on the wage base, so 


| disability or 


that a man making $1 
who is 50 percent part 
tated would draw $15.0 
compensation insura 
man making $45 
weekly wage would d 
be considered gallopi! 
force a man with a $5 
ance loss to accept 
ment therefor as giver 
a $22.50 fire loss. But 
ently, if the loss is iz 
city instead of propert 
Perhaps the greatest 
be placed on the working 
the new act, is the 
fixed:on those who haves 
previous injury or bx 
That class of workmer 
the whip of necessity. work 
pain to make a livelih 
recover full compens 
ance if disabled .on 
ently, compensation 
is reduced only if th 
been compensated for 
injury that contributed 
disability, and only t 
the contribution, Th: 
require consideratior 
infirmits 
ever source arising, and 


|ment for the injury alon ist 
| there had fra 


“been no pre 


ibility or infirmity.” Under this 
happy plan, the courageous work- 
an suffering with a disability or 
rmity who defies his pain to 
vork for a livelihood cannot re- 
cover for an injury totally disabling 
him, unless such injury would have 
totally disabled a well man. Not- 
vithstanding the fact that a slight 
injury may completely incapacit 
such a worker, the circumstance 
that it would have been trivial to 
a well man will operate to throw 
the workman on charity rather 
than permit his compensation un- 
der the law. This would place a 
penalty on every man suffering the 
normal infirmities of age 
For generations, the mingling f 
a personal motive of an’ employée 
with the forwarding of the work of 
an employer has not operated to 
jestroy the legal relationship of 
Master and Servant in Texas. H. B. 
4 would change all that. No com- 
pensation could be recovered there- 
if the workman was travel- 
furtherance of his persona 
affairs unless the trip “would have 
been made even had there been no 
personal or private affairs of the 
employee to be furthered by said 
trip, and unless said trip would not 
(Continued on Page 7) 


under 


ng in 














Resistance to House Land Probe Told 


(Continued from Page 1) 

I told him we were going to look 
thoroughly into this thing. go to the 
bottom of it.” 

Hardeman said he a: 
did “not discuss” the possibility that 
Sheffield might be 
Hardeman's committee 
has not been 
since the hearings 
people in Brady say 

This reporter was told by a prom- 
inent Brady person who 
Hardeman and said he was certain 
he was not mistaken that Harde- 
man and Sheffield had lunch to- 
gether in the Brady Hotel during 
Hardeman’s visit in the pre-Christ- 
mas week. Asked if this was 
Hardeman flared: 

“That's a damn 
enough?” 


id Sheffield 
subpoenaed Dy 
Sheffield 
Brady 


towns- 


seen around 


began 


knows 


sO 


Is that plain 


lie 


He went on: 

“I conferred with him, sure, he 
hounded me till I talked to him 
Earl Rudder was there with me 
part of the time, anyway, there 
were 25 or 30 people in the lobby 
there.” 

A person close to Sheffield said 


in Brady that Hardeman conferred 
with Sheffield about an hour in 
Sheffield’s streetside office the 


hotel which Sheffield The 
person would not let his name be 
used. The report was not men- 
tioned by anyone else, but it came 
from a person other than the per- 
son who said he saw the two at 
lunch in the hotel. In Austin, Har- 
deman’s remarks did not preclude 
such a conference, but he did not 
mention it and did not seem in- 
clined to go further with the mat- 
ter 


Giles-Sheffield 


A check of corporate records on 
file with the Secretary of State in 
Austin reveals the following infor- 
mation about some of the business 
activities of the Giles family while 
Bascom Giles was the chairman of 
the Veterans Land Board: 

Bascom Giles and his wife, Effie 
Dean Giles, put up $149,000, and El- 
bert J. Wall. son-in-law of B. R 
Sheffield, put up $1,000 to form 
Delwood Apartments, Inc., on 
March 11, 1948 

Alvis Vandygriff. who resigned 
as executive secretary of the Vet- 
erans’ Land Board in mid-June 
1950, and subsequently.assisted Mc- 
Larty of Cuero in pushing group 
land deals through the Veterans’ 
Land Board, was one of three ap- 
praisers of land Giles transferred 


owns 


to Delwood Apartments, Inc., as 
capital investment 
On March 31, 1948. Sheffield, 


Wall, and two others, Joe Williams 
and Grady Motheral, formed the 
Tex-Lite Masonry and Construction 
Company, Inc. A fully-paid-in $30,- 
000 corporation. the company was 
Subscribed as follows: Williams, 
$10,000; Motheral, $10,000: Sheffield, 
$9.900: Wall. $100 

On May 20, 1948, G. W. Poteet, 
Sheffield, and Bascom Giles sub- 
scribed to the Southwest Plastering 
Corp., a fully-paid-in $8,700 corpor- 
ation, to the tune of $2,900 each. A 
bank receipt shows that on that 
date, Sheffield deposited $5,800 with 
the Capital National Bank in Aus- 
tin. It is explained in the charter 
that Sheffield and Giles subscribed 
in this manner: 

“B. R. Sheffield and Bascom Giles 
by the payment to B. R. Sheffield, 
Trustee for Southwest Plastering 
Corporation. the sum of $2,900.00 in 
cash,” and then the deposit of the 
$5,800 by Sheffield in the bank 

Both Tex-Lite and Southwest 
Plastering dissolved on Dec. 30, 
41950. At that time, Southwest Plas- 

ing was wholly-owned by Tex- 
an Upon dissolution, stockholders 
in Tex-Lite were Rogan D. Giles 
son of Bascom: Giles, Motheral, and 
Sheffield. In Southwest Plastering 
final stockholders were Bascom and 
Rogan Giles and Sheffield 


Eleven months later. Novy. 17, 
1949, the capital stock of Delwood 
Apartments, Inc.. was decreased 


from $150,000 to $15,000. Wall, one 
of the three original subscribers, 
was not mentioned among officers 
or stockholders in the diccciutian | 
certificate of Feb. 9, 1951. 


| Brady that staté 
|examined the bank records of four | time.” 
Brady persons who have figured in | 





Giles, $2 
$2,500 


rhess ‘ p< ate transactions 


nts or land ir Austin « 
Giles 
Tex-Lite contracted with its sub- 


Southwestern Plastering, t 


R 
bascom 


sidlary 


build the 77 apartments. The anart- 
ments then appeared in a series of 
business transactions which, at var- 


ious times, involved Bascom Giles 
B. R. Sheffield, and C. O. Hagan 
Bascon Giles and Sheffield 
developed, and traded other 
estate in the Austin area. One 
file in the Travis County 
signed by Rogar 
Sheffield Building 


bought 
real 
aeea on 


rt . 


eourt 1oUuse Is 


the 


Giles for 
Company 

James Cross of Yoakum 
ney who through Travis 
County records with Cuero Record 
Editor R. K. Towery, said that dur- 
of the 77 du- 


an attor- 


went 





ing 


the construction 


plex apartments, Giles and Shef- 
field appeared on the scene fre- 
quently and Rogan Giles was there 
‘almost daily.” Cross was an office 

anage then for a concern doing 


business with Delwood Apartments, 
Inc 

Bascom Giles 
co-defendants in a 1949 suit filed bs 
Grady Motheral alleging that Giles 
took actions which 
the bankruptcy 
ich all] 


and Sheffield were 


and Sheffield 
of a com- 
ne ld stock 
ransactions with another 
which Giles and 
interest 

* 


witnesses 


caused 
pany in wh three 
cor- 
‘ation in Shef- 
had an 
“Slim” Shef- 
field, the sharp trader” from 
Brady, and McLarty. are out of the 
State. Giles is in Austin " 
clusion 


Sheffield’s 


Tw » KeY 


Dut In se- 


Everett 
told newsmen last week in 
Austin that Sheffield is out of the 
State on business. Sheffield’s son 
Buford. told this newspaper in 
Brady that his father is in Houston, 
“but I don’t where you 
reach him,” the An- 
source said Sheffield is 
ifornia on vacation.” 

McLar according to his attor- 
ney, is in Denv A good authority 
n Cuero has bought a home 
i lorado and moved there per- 
nanently. He is said to be in the 

l bu there and to have made 


attorney 


T . 
Looney 


Know 


son said 


could 





ty 
er 


said he 





recer tly 


Giles in Austin 


Giles's telephone numbe1 
is a secret. He is living on Ridge 
Oak in Windsor Park in Austin. He 
sold his Highland Park 
West last May 

Three weeks ago, on Jan. 12, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bascom Giles conveyed 
the old Giles farm, which contains 
1012 acres northeast of Austin, to 
Raymond R. Todd, tr Pubiic 
records at the county clerk's office 
show that the transaction involved 
a promissory note for $150,000, two 
liens 1,999 acres Giles owns in 
Falls County, Texas, and a mort- 
gage deed to 10,500 acres of land 
Giles owns in Polk County and 
Red Lake County. Minnesota 

Giles’s inventory of property in 
the county tax assessor's office 
listed a total value of $39,250 before 
the sale of the old Giles farn 

Rogan Giles reported selling 
Delwood Motors, Inc., Packard out- 
] Austin. Asked about this by 
he replied: “Well, we'll 
have to wait and see. I’m not sure 


aah ff’ 


V SE 


Basc 
house 


in 


iste 


on 


is 
lephone, 


Rogan Giles said he did not know 
his father is now, although 
he acknowledged that the former 
land commissioner told the Senate 


here 


committee he would be vailable 
for further testimony if required 


Brady Report 


It was learned during a visit to 
investigators have 
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testify before at least one public 
agency 

State investigators have also 
examined bank records in various 


other parts of the State, it has been 
learned, and some of the informa- 
tion acquired in this manner is be- 
further the 


+ 
10 


ing used 
tions. 

A number of Brady 
volved in multiple deals told a Tra- 
vis County grand jury that they did 
not know they were buying land 
when they signed purchase papers 
in return for $100 or more. Some of 
these have now signed affidavits 
stating that, to the contrary, they 
did know what they were doing 

In Austin, Rep. Tom Cheatham of 


veterans in- 


Cuero said that “there is not any 
doubt but that some of them did” 
know they were buying land when 


they signed papers. Dennis Wallace. 
acting chairman of the Veterans’ 
Land Board, agreed 


One notary public who testified | 


the Travis County 
said in Brady that she 
notarized veterans affidavits 
the purchase of land without seeing 
the veterans 

Brady is the home 
new land commissioner 
der. 


John J. Bell 


basis of misceNaneous 
information received in 
Cuero, The Texas Observer asked 
Wallace, chief clerk of the Land 
Office who acts as chairman of the 
Veterans’ Land Board in Rudder’s 
absence, if Congressman John J 
Bell had made representations to 
the Board on behalf of any sellers 
of blocs of land to the Veterans’ 
Land Board while Bell was a state 


before 
had 


jury 


town of the 


Ear! 


On the 
hearsay 


senator from Cuero. Wallace re- 
plied: 
I'm sure he’s been an agent on 


some transactions representing the 
seller. Senator Bell was in the of- 
fice various times. I have reason to 
believe he was representing either 
the or the purchaser in 
group transactions.” 

Ray Clark Diebel. the new execu- 


seller 


tive secretary of the Land Board, 
remarked that it might not have 
been ‘group transactions.” and 
Wallace agreed, therefore adding: 


“IT am not sure whether they were 
group or individual transactions.” 

A wire was sent to Congressman 
Bell in Washington, asking him if 
he had “made representations to 
Veterans’ Land Board on behalf of 
applicants in veterans’ land trans- 
actions,” and if whom he had 
represented, and, if he wished to 
make them public, his retainer fees 
Rep. Bell wired back: 

“Re tel complied with request of 
many veteran applicants to try to 
obtain information from Board for 
them at no retainer.” 

Another wire was 
| saying: 

“Thanks much for reply. I infer 
from it you did not represent any 
sellers of blocs of land before the 
| Board. If you did represent such 
sellers will appreciate your notify- 
ing me return collect.” 

As of Monday morning, Jan. 31, 
no answer to the second inquiry 
had been received. It was wired to 


so, 


sent to Bell 


} 
| 


| Bell Friday at 11 a.m 
} ¥* 

Senator Hardeman was asked if 
he knew anything about Bell’s 


|activities in the matter, and he re- 
|plied that he did not, and that 
“there’s nothing in there about it,” 
|referring to his Committee’s rec- 
| ords 
| In a letter which he made public, 
|Rep. Tom Cheatham of Cuero re- 
cently wrote to Bell rather ab- 
| ruptly: 

“There was a time, at the begin- 


of this investigation, had the 


|} ning 


|opportunity afforded us, we would 


have endeavored to talk to you 
about this terrible and atrocious 
matter; but, of course, you just 
happened to be in Colorado at that 


Since Cheatham’s letter then im- 


the public testimony of the investi- | mediately went on to other matters, 


| gation: Sheffield, Ruffin, Wall, and|the inference was left that he does 


The Giles family formed Del-|Sam McCollum III, Ruffin’s lawyer.!not now want to talk to Bell about 


wood Center, Inc., 


Dec. 13, 1951,/ All but Wall have been asked to/it. A person close to the situation 


investiga- | 


grand | 


for | 


Rud- | 


in Cuero says that Bell was on va- 
cation in Colorado with or near 
McLarty recently, but this is not 


confirmed. McLarty is reported by 
his lawyer to be in Denver now 

Cheatham would not comment 
Austin on Bell’s role 

3ell, incidentally. said in 
ington 1954, 
to a reporter's question, that he had 
occupied a duplex apartment then 
;}owned by Bascom Giles at 1301 
|Kirkwood Road in Austin in 1949 


Ruffin Is ‘Goat’ 
Sources Say 


Continued 


All the papers in deals in which 
he was involved were approved by 


in 


Wash- 


on Jan. 6, in response 


from Page 1 


the Land Board, Ruffin said, and 
the purchase price was set by the 
|Board’s own appraise: H. Lee 
| Richey, whom Ruffin said he saw 
lonly once, when Richey called him 
}to ask him to show him the land 


| Richey was to appraise. Ruffin said 
lin Brady he does not know Bascom 
| Giles 

It is that some of 
veterans were well aware that they 
were buying land by signing papers 
in return for $100 or so, and that 
they intended to turn the land back 
to the as soon as the 
_— was completed. Other veterans 


now clear the 


promoters 


apparently did not know they were 
l buyine land 
* 
Ruffin has a real estate and in- 
surance office in the Brady Hotel 


a door or two down the street fron 
another such office belonging to B 
R. Sheffield, with whom Ruffin was 


associated in some of the group 
land deals 

Sheffield has not been seen 
around Brady since the investiga- 


tions started, towns~eople say. He 
is reported variously to be in Hous- 
ton, out of the state on business 
and in California on vacation 

Sheffield, too, is a trader 

G. E. Parker, 
says: 

“I ‘member twenty-five - thirty 
years ago when he (Sheffield) and 
his brother ran a hamburger stand 
and couldn’t get together enough 
money to make it over one day 
He’s done allright for hisself. He’s 
a trader, a slick trader.” 

Parker, standing on a sidewa 
across from the courthouse late one 
night last week, said: 


a city employee, 


K 


“One man can‘t pull that kind of 
deal hisself—he’s got to have plenty 
of help from down there and here 
and other places too.” 

Brady drugstore cowboys. kid 
Ruffin a lot these days and he takes 
it well. He walked into the Coffee 
Shop of the Brady Hotel the other 
day and started singing “Don’t 
Fence Me In” to some of the girls 
at the counter 

But L. V. Ruffin isn’t really 
laughing. If somebody is trying to 
make him a goat, they’d better 
watch his horns. 


when he was a state senator. He 
paid rental through a manager who 
represented Giles, he said. He oc- 
cupied the same duplex in 1951 and 
1953 but Giles had sold it to another 
owner. 


House Probe 


House members said Hardeman 
entered the House chamber last 
week and told several of them that 
he thought they should not investi- 
gate the land scandals since the 
Senate committee was doing a thor- 
ough job. . 

Hardeman told this newspaper 
that he has decided not to release 
the now-completed transcript of the 
public proceedings of December 27- 
28, nor any other part of the record, 
until the Senate committee has 
time to write its report. Then all 
the records of testimony will be 
filed and made public record, he 
said. All information that has been 
developed will be made available to 
the Attorney General, the Depart- 
ment of Public Safety, and any dis- 
trict attorneys who want them, he 
promised, adding: 

“There’s nothing we're trying to 
cover up. If the House can turn up 
new information, I’m for its investi- 
gation, but if it can’t it would be a 
waste of the taxpayer’s money.” 

However. four members of the 
Texas House told The Texas Ob- 
server that they think somebody is 
trying to prevent an independent 
investigation of the land program 
by the House 

Rep. Zeke Zbranek of Daisetta: 
| “There is strong pressure to kill 
lan independent investigation by the 
| House. I'm not sure yet who’s doing 
\it but I’ve got an idea. Apparently 
|it’s because possible political em- 
|barrassment is feared, but I don’t 
|think this fear is justified. It is an 
effort to keep the matter com- 
| pletely out of the Military and Vet- 
|erans’ Affairs Committee because of 
'a fear that that body will conduct 
‘on independent impartial investiga- 
tion, which is not desired.” 

Rep. Bill Elliott of Houston: 

“It has been evident on the 
House floor and in committee meet- 

Continued on Page 5) 





Farm Loans Totaled 
‘Sb Million in Texas 


DALLAS, Jan. 31—Texas farmers 
and ranchers borrowed $46 million 
jand repaid $37 million under the 
lemergency loan program of the 
| Farmers Home Administration in 
' 1954 

State Director Walter T. McKay 
said that nearly 20,000 farmers and 
ranchers borrowed money under 
the program. He called the repay- 
ment of $37 million a remarkable 
achievement in view of the state- 
| wide drouth. 
| The borrowers were those who 
|could not get financial assistance 
from banks and other private credit 
sources. 
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LAND SCANDAL, CONTINUED 





Reforms Suggested 


ings that organized pressure is be- 
ing brought to bear to prevent the 


House from setting up a separate 
investigating committee.” By 
whom? he was asked. “No com- 
ment.” 


Rep. A. J. Bishop of Winters said: 

“There is an undercurrent to pre- 
vent the House from holding an in- 
vestigation.” By whom and why? 
‘I don’t know.” 

And Rep. Bob Wheeler, Tilden: 

“It seems to me that there is 
some force somewhere that seems 
to be preventing the blooming of a 
full-scale investigation, which the 
people have a right to. I’m glad 
there are crusading DA’s all over 
the State who won't let the matter 
die.” 

Rep. Jamie Clements, a member 
of the veterans’ committee along 
with Zbranek, Elliott, and Bishop, 
said: 

“I was very disappointed that the 
Military and Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee had not taken upon it- 
self an investigation, as was only 
right and proper.” 

Rep. Tom Cheatham of Cuero, 
whose son, Wiley Cheatham, started 
the investigation into the land pro- 
gram, exclaimed: 

“I think that the House should 
conduct a thorough and exhaustive 
investigation. Anyone who would 
stifle, hinder, or delay it is simply 
obstructing justice. If it develops 
that any member of this House or 
anybody else tries to stop us from 
investigating, I’m gonna get on that 
front mike and call names and 
point a finger at ’em.” 


J. B. Shepperd 


A subcommittee of the Military 
and Veterans’ Affairs Committee in 
the House last week reported that 
Hardeman had told them that the 
findings of the executive (closed) 
sessions of the Senate committee 
“will not be available to either our 
sub-committee or main committee.” 
The subcommittee called some pre- 
liminary recommendations by Har- 
deman dated Jan. 5 “inconclusive” 
and applied the same word to “sug- 


gested remedial legislation” by the 


Attorney General’s office. 

The committee as a whole voted 
11-7 against inviting W. V. Geppert, 
co-ordinator in the State’s investi- 
gation, to give them the facts so far 
developed. 

Then Chairman George Berry of 
the Committee, acting on the advice 
of C. Read Granbery, recently as- 
sistant to the Governor and now 
Parliamentarian of the House, ruled 
that the committee could not act 
without the receipt of a resolution 
from the House authorizing them to 
do so. Since Speaker Jim Lindsey is 
understood to have decided against 
referring such a resolution to any 
committee but conservative State 
Affairs, this ruling amounted to a 
decision against an investigation by 
the veterans’ committee in the 


House. 
In a minority report filed by 
Zbranek, it was brought out that 


Attorney General John Ben Shep- 
perd told the sub-committee “that 
in his position as a member of the 


Land Board he would welcome an 
investigation by a House Committee 
but that in his position as a law en- 
forcing officer, he would discourage 
an investigation.” 

Zbranek urged a House 
tion. 


investiga- 


+ 

Monday night State Affairs was 
to consider a resolution by Rep. 
Dolph Briscoe of Uvalde to estab- 
lish a committee to investigate the 
program, which the resolution calls 
“one of the finest programs ever 
undertaken by the State of Texas.” 
Briscoe says the program has been 
subject to “widespread profiteering 
and promoting” and asks “who has 
been responsible for such unethical, 
illegal, and otherwise unlawful 
acts.” 

Briscoe’s five-man committee 
would have full powers to call wit- 
nesses, inspect records, and hire in- 
vestigators. “It shall be the duty of 
the Attorney General, upon re- 
quest of at least three members of 
the committee, to give counsel and 
assistance to said committee,” says 
the resolution. 


The Record 


In a conference with Diebel and 
Wallace of the Land Board, it de- 
veloped that records were not kept 
on persons who represented sellers 
of blocs of land in some cases in the 
past, although correspondence with 
such representatives should be in 
the files of veteran applicants. Die- 
be! commented: “It will be recorded 
from now on if anyone even tells us 


they want to represent a specific 
seller.” 

Asked if records were kept on 
group deals not approved, Wallace 


said “they were supposed to have, 
but there is some question about 
a” 

One recurring objection to past 
administration of the program has 
been the failure of appraisers to 
find out how much profit sellers of 
blocs of land were making out of 
the State’s buying price. “In the fu- 
ture,” Diebel said, “we will try to 
obtain that information.” 

A copy of the “Appraiser’s Re- 
|port” form used up to now by the 
Land Board, made available by 
Diebel, includes the question 

“This farm was acquired by 
;dor(s) in (year) and was by: (Pur- 
chase-inheritance-trade) at a pur- 
chase price of (blank) and changed 








‘ven- 


hands (blank) times in past ten 
years.” 
However, Diebe] said that this in- 


formation was provided by the ap- 

praiser “in very rare instances.” 
The Board has not accepted any 

applications for veterans’ land since 





SIX COUNTIES APPROVE 

BORGER, Jan. 31—Six of eight 
counties have voted to join a High 
Plains underground water conser- 
vation district, unofficial returns 
indicate. Voters in Moore, Hartley, 
Hutchinson, Hansford, Sherman and 
Ochiltree counties voted heavily for 
the district, while those in Lips- 
comb and Dallam decided not to 
participate. 








Ramsey Campaign 
Spending Data Asked 


AUSTIN, Jan. 31—Arguments are 
scheduled before the Texas Su- 
preme Court 
whether attorneys for C. T. John- 


from taking testimony relating to 


Lieutenant Governor Ben Ramsey’s 
1954 campaign expenditures. 
Johnson, who was defeated by 
Ramsey for the Jieutenant govern- 
orship last summer, has filed a pe- 
tition “to perpetuate testimony’ 
which, if granted, will permit the 


taking of further statements from | 


Vernon T. Sanford, executive secre- | 
tary of the Texas Press Associa- | 
tion. 

Sanford has access to extensive 
records on campaign expenditures. 


| Johnson says in his petition that 
his suit “as is contemplated will, if | 


Wednesday on _|instituted, grow out of campaign | |guments both for and against.” 
Ramsey 
son of Austin will be forbidden |in seeking the Democratic nomina- | 
question 
| the State intend to grant to its vet- 
Court last week/erans as a token of appreciation 
re- | for military services rendered. The’ 


|expenditures made by ... 


|tion for the office of lieutenant 


| governor.” 


The Supreme 
|granted Ramsey a_ temporary 
| straining order against Johnson | 


| blocking the taking of statements | 
until testimony could be heard this 
| Wednesday. 

Ramsey told the Court that John- 
son was on a “fishing expedition” | 
and that his basis for questioning | 
Sanford is “vague and indefinite.” 
| Ramsey also said he has a 
right” to have any legal action post- 
| poned until 30 days after the ad- 
| journment of the Legislature. 


| 





| veterans, 


“clear | 


last summer because as of Jan. 18, 
the applications on hand—667 from 
individual veterans and deals with 
two or more veterans involved for 
a total of 884 veterans—will use up 
the $8,500,000 remainder of the orig- 
inal $100,000,000 authorized. In other 
words, the program is now coming 
slowly to a halt for lack of funds. 


Reform Ideas 


Suggestions from Senator Harde- 
man and the Attorney General’s of- 
fice for remedial legislation give 
some insight, as well, into the na- 
ture of the abuses that have oc- 
curred. 

In a letter dated Jan. 5 to Sena- 
tor R. A. Weinert of Seguin, before 
the closed hearings began, Harde- 
man listed these tentative sugges- 
tions: 

“An affidavit of non-interest ei- 
ther directly or indirectly” from 
the closing attorney and the ap- 
praiser; a certified copy of the deed 
by which a seller of land to the 
State acquired the land, therefore 
showing the cost of the land to the 
seller; “a written detailed appraisal 
in duplicate filed on each tract, 
with one copy to be retained in the 


Veterans Land Board files, the 
other to be furnished the State 
Auditor”; 

“Sworn statement by seller re- 
flecting whether ‘multiple or indi- 
vidual sale’”: statement by county 
judge that the veteran buyer has 
been told the facts in the case and 


“selling his rights” but 
bona fide purchaser: “personal at- 
tention of members of the Board”: 
“full details in multiple sale deals”: 
detailed minutes of the 


is not is a 


“more 
Board.” 

The Attorney General’s office, in 
a memorandum to the Senate com- 
mittee, said the Veterans Land Act 
should be amended “at least” in a 
listed number of ways, some of 
which are: 

Require the appraiser to swear to 
his written appraisal in affidavit 
form, to state he has met the vet- 
eran on the land and explained the 
transaction in detail, and to list the 
names and addresses of persons 
contacted about the land’s valua- 


tion. 

Provide “reasonable qualifica- 
tions for appraisers,” including ‘at 
least some experience in ap- 


praising values of land.” Giles told 
the Committee in December that H. 
Lee Richey had never worked in 
real estate before he became an ap- 
praiser and that his qualification 
for ‘appraising work was that he 
was good at collecting money for 
the State. 

Require the seller to give details. 
of his acquisition of the land he is 
selling’ to the State, including how 
much he paid for it, and whether 
there is an arrangement with the 
veteran to lease or transfer it back 
to him in the future. 

Provide that the making of a 
false affidavit “by either the ap- 
praiser or the seller,” or the filing 
with the Board of any false or fic- 
titious papers, shall be felonies. 

And give the executive secretary 
of the Board authority “to take the 
necessary action to approve or dis- 
approve applications on behalf of 
the Board.” 


‘Rich and Poor 


Incidentally, the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office memorandum also dis- 
cusses block or multiple sales, a 
question “fraught with complexi- 
ties.” it is said. “There are good ar- 


The memorandum says: 
“In this area arises the delicate 
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Slum Clearance 


AUSTIN, Jan. 31 
and 
largest cities in Te 
pushed in the Texas L« 
a conservative youns 
tive from San Antor 
Stanley Banks 
young lawmaker, is 
what unusual position of 
a bill which some of tI 
men call “socialistic 
backs of their hands 
Banks’s “urban 
would give San Antor 


ance repair Dl 


and Dallas city governme: 


authority to declare 
slums or blighted area 
the land, and 
closing, and demolitior 
“unfit for 

It is enabling legislat 
says, to let the three cit 
vantage of the availabi 
eral funds for all nece 
clearance studies and 
third of the cost of the 
ance and rehabilitatior 

Mayor Roy Hofheinz 
is understood to be 
favor of the bill 
City Council, to the 
many, adopted a minin 
code for dwellings 
ever, Sen. 
Houston is against the 
present form. 

A hard fight is expe 
bill can clear the 
Affairs Committee, t 


Cause 


conser\ 


been committed, it star 
on the floor; but if the 
interests do not want 


they can probably have 
Powerful conservative 
and San Antonio ars 
be coming around to tI 
of the legislation 


Some members of the 
Council have indicate 
in Austin’s inclusior 
but the difficulty is th 


population “bracket,’ 


used to limit a law’s apy 


given cities now set 
than 400,000" in the 


would have to be lowe: 


clude Austin and wi 

clude many other sm: 

which would fight the 
* 

One of the more inté 
ments of the Banks t 
ment of present big-city 
ditions. 

‘It is hereby found ar 
says Section 2, “that 
cities of the State 
blighted areas wh 
a serious and growing 
jurious and inimical 
health, safety, 
of the residents of the 

Such conditions, the 
contribute substantially 
spread of disease, crimes 
ile delinquency, 
risk and tax burdens 
“the sound growth of 


morals 


They also constitute “pert 


vironments for the y« 
said. 

“The 
of slum areas is a 
policy and State 
says. 

Banks told The ~— 
that the bill is not a pi 
measure, and he points t« 
ing of Section 3 in evide: 

“No real property acq 


prevention and 


the provisions of this Act 
leased, granted, cor 


sold, 
otherwise made available 


housing for persons 
come ...” 

In addition, it is de 
private enterprise sh 


greatest extent feasibl 





human habitat 


The Sar 


Searcy Brac¢ 


increase 


matter 


concert 


raged to out the objec- 
s of the act. 
* 


Here is what the cities would be 


carry 


ven the power to do if the Act 
assed: 

Acquire a slum or blighted area: 
demolish or remove delapidated 

ildings; build streets, utilities, 


rks, playgrounds, “and ether im- 
provements necessary for carrying 
it” the Act’s objectives; and make 
the land available for development 
* redevelopment by private enter- 
prise or public agencies at its fair 
value “for uses in accordance with 
the urban renewal plan.” 
In addition, the city could carry 
plans for “voluntary or com- 
ilsory repair and rehabilitation of 
ildings or other improvements.” 
None of the powers would be ex- 
ercised until the City Council 
iopted a resolution finding that 
ere were slums in its city and that 
they should be rehebilitated. No 
plans would be prepared for urban 
enewal until this step was taken 
the city’s political body. 

The cities would have power “to 
> to any conditions that it may 
ieem reasonable and appropriate 
ittached to federal financial assist- 

ice and imposed pursuant to fed- 
eral law relating to the determina- 
j of prevailing salaries or wages 

r renewal project.” 

Cities also are given power to ex- 

ite contracts, exercise the right 

eminent domain, help relocate 
lies, and issue bonds to carry 
the program. The City could 
a body politic created by the 
known as the “Urban Renewal 
ney” if it wished, or it could 

out the program without such 
agency 


p 


There are no criminal provisions 
he Banks bill, but anyone inter- 
in property affected and in a 
ition to influence public deci- 
ns on it would be required to 
ike his interest public and to re- 
frain from such influence. Such a 
erson would be subject to removal 
m public office if he violated the 
yn this point 


ested 





4 Refuse To Talk 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Larty.” Senator Dorsey Hardeman 
said. 

Ruffin, Hagan, and Cletus Erns- 
Cuero businessman, have also 

oked their constitutional im- 

Subpoenaes could not be 


munity 
served on Sheffield or McLarty, 
since both are reported out of the 
State. 


Ever ett were his attorne y, said 
yoney W eer have advised hr to 
his constitutional immunity, 


nvoke 

too 

J. Paul Little of Crystal City 
testified before the committee 


about an hour two weeks ago. All 
five men mentioned by Hardeman 

his statement about Giles have 
been key figures in the sale of 
blocs of land to the Veterans’ Land 
Board at high profits. 


DIRECT DIALING 
HARLINGEN, Tex.,: Jan. 31— 
Starting in a week, Harlingen tele- 
hone users will be able to dial 
rect station-to-station long dis- 
nee calls to telephones in 13 other 
Rio Grande Valley cities. Harlingen 
be the first city in the State 
vith such a service. It will not 
pply to persons on four- or eight- 
lines in Harlingen’s South- 
estern Bell hook-up. 








of just what privileges dide 


constitutional amendment and the| 
| enabling legislation does not dis- 
| criminate between urban and rural 
nor between rich and 
poor veterans, but on the contrary, 
holds out land purchase privilege 
on an equitable basis to all veterans 
| that qualify.” 

Limiting group sales or setting a 
standard about them “merits care- 
ful consideration,” the memo con- 
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an Antonio Book Feud 
o Reach Climax in April 


Last of a Series) 
SAN ANTONIO 


A newspaper editor and a 
corporation lawyer are lead- 
ing the skirmishes in San An- 
tonio this winter in prepara- 
tion for the major battle in 
the spring, the City Council 
election. 

At stake will be the book 


policies of the Public Library. Th 
new Library Board has ee! 
screening DOOKs according t tne 
politics of the author and inst 

ing the library staff to buy extra 
copies of conservative magazines 





display them prominent], 


If the people re-elect the present 


administration of Mayor Jack 
White. the Library Board. under 
chairman Leo Brewe will take it 
as a mandate to continue present 
policies and, perhaps. t ‘arry them 
further 


San Antonio Express Editor M 
M. Harris, former chairman of th: 
Library Board, is leading a cam- 
paign'to elect a new Council com- 
mitted to an independent library 
staff Stocky sometimes taciturn 
Harris resigned from the Board 
vhen he heard that White « 
going to re-appoint him 

Harris told The Texas Obs« 

“The Library has fallen upon 


lays because its administration is 
n the hands of persons wt 
1othing about library science and 


apparently care less. They are sim- 

ply using the library to indulg , 

exercise their prejudices 
The effect on the n 


staff mus 


4 rai ‘ 
t be deplorable. The n 
vears that they have spent in ne 
fecting their ability t judge the 
extent of the demand for and ths 


yuality f reading matter both 


‘Money in Politics’ 
Researcher Visits Texas 


AUSTIN 
The University ot North Car 
s conducting a field research 
Ject into “money in politics 


Alexander Heard. directo: 


study, was in Austin not long ag State Ma S nd 
talking to various poi'tica Sages y pe 
about where money comes from f enge ° 

political campaigns $] Billion in 1960 





Heard is a quis 1i 
fellow with a sharply ed 
He is professor of political sciences 
at the University of North Carolina 
and a research professor at the 


Institute for Research in the Social! 
Sciences there. The Institute has a 
grant from the Stern family for ths 
study. which will be ready possit 
by the end of the summ 
In one week, Heard visited Au 
n, Houston, and Dallas, and sam 
led the political activities of Texa 


' . — , 
miiiuonaires abor nions Den 





rats. Republicans. and s 


complete a picture he could get ir 
such a short time a fair questi 
but he seemed t e asking g 
questions in one Austin f 
incidentally attended by rep 
f this newspaper 

He has three or four research a 
sistants in Chay Hill and one re- 
search fellow Intensive il stud- 
ies are being nducted ir the 
states 

He is depending on two sources 
official records of contributions and 
expenditures ‘clerk of the US 


House, Secretary of States of va 
ious states) for 195 
eration of related legal regulat 
problems; and interviews, which 
are being held on a _ nationwide 
scale in the presidential. senatorial 
and congressional races. About 300 
practical and active politician 
being talked to 

Some of the areas he's int ted 
in: financing of campaigns and « 
tions. financing of partis et 
elections, activities of »bbvis 
initiative and referendum expenses 
and “climate of opinion activiti 

Heard wrote “A Two-Part; 
South?”, University of North Caro- 
lina Press, 1952, and assisted V. O 
Key in “Southern Politics,” Alfred 


, 


Q \ ght, let me rephrase the 
juestior Does the basis of the 
Board's selection of books for pur 


} 


chase include the political tenor of 


the book’” 
A. “My answer to that is No. We 


’ 


get at least one copy of any book 


I don t exclude any bo K for any 


reason 


Q. “I the political tenor: ta 
book a factor in how many copies 


are ordered?” 


A. “Well. obviously. that’s not a 


-} question to be answered 
* 
Asked whether authors a 


r 


;}checked against indexes of various 


bought, Brewer said he did not 


jthe book committe¢ later cor 


firmed the practice. The library 


}order books by such authors 
| . 
Brewer's basic position on 
|}charges of censorship leveled at 


| 


the board was stated in a speech to 


| . 
j}the San Antonio Optimist Club on 
| Dece mber 21, 1954. He said 

rou sometimes hear or see the 





vord censorship used in refer- 
ence to the purchase of books for 
the public library. The word ‘cen- 
sorship has no. specific meaning 
and is therefore an improper word 
to describe the process of selecting 
a few books from a large number 
Or you might say that the word 
censorship n that _ connection 
has the same meaning to any 

tw persons As I have already 
ntioned. we can buy only about 


five percent of the available books 
you want to say that one 
person does not select the same fives 
percent that another person would 
select. then vou should say so 

ry to inject the word ‘censor- 
ship in there just confuses what- 


eve you are trying to sav 
* 
Brewer said that no left-wing 


books have been burned or marked 
or have had anything else done to 
hen They are there for you to 


ead if you want to.’ 
At the same time, he said the 
Board has acquired not many. but 
some f 133 books recommended by 
the American Legion for reading 
about world communism and 
placed in the Congressional Record 
on May 1, 1952, by Richard Nixon. 
then a senator 

Communists and their fellow- 
travelers are pretty smart cookies.” 
Brewer said They have clever 
ways of worming their books into 
the hands of the most innocent and 
patrioti peopl Anyhow | their 
books are there in our library, and 
we have balanced them by putting 
in some more books against com- 
munism; and as far as I am con- 
cerned that little matter is settled.’ 
The issue, he said, “has been ex- 


iggerated out of all proportion to 
Its m tance.” I doubt if more 
than one-tenth of one percent of our 
patror ever read any of these 

KS On either side.” he said 

* 

(Onr sing torces are now also 
squaring off yn another issue 

1dio-visual services 

Several members have raised the 
questior what does the word li- 
brary, mean” They have tentatively 

ncluded it does not mean making 
available to the community educa- 


tional films, visual teaching aids, 


ij;and records. The San Antonio Li- 
| brary has an excellent collection of 


classical records and maintains var- 
ious other audio-visual services 


The audio-visual issue arose! 


when Tanner Freeman, vice-hair- 
to scind the Library's 
ment of educational television for 
San Antonio. Instead of adopting 
Freeman's motion, the Board de- 
cided to investigate the audio- 


visual services 


Brewer said there would likely 
be open hearings on the abolitior 
yf these ervices, but none have 
peer SEé 


Three months remain before the 
various issues raised by the conduct 
of the present Library Board will 
be resolved by the people 

—RD 
(END OF SERIES) 


jlegislative un-American activities 


know. Mrs. Roy Beitel, chairman of 


staff is under instructions not to 


nan of the book committee, moved | 
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‘On Executive Power 
To the Editor 

I don't believe a liberal demo- 
crat could endorse concentration of 
powe! especially not in the 


executive. Shivers is certainly off 


color when he fights national con- 


centration; then in turn seeks a 
; committees before their books were | duplicate of the national manner of 


government 
The vast discretionary powers of 


-|the Federal Government is permis- 


sible because it is not charged With 
the relation of the individual with 


|} the nation, but with groups of indi- 
| viduals. The State’s chief function 
| is to keep the peace and protect the 


| 


individual in the pursuit of his hap- 
piness. The national angle is that of 


|state plus state: while the state 


angle is that of person plus person 
If Shivers, as all executives un- 
der the democratic form of govern- 
ment, would turn loose legislation 
except to recommend (and nothing 
more’) such legislation as he finds 
conducive to more effective admin- 
istration of the law, and leave leg- 
islation wholly to the legislatures 
he would find he pow has ample 
power to enforce each and every 
law only a dictator, one Nungry 

for power, could want more 
S. W. ADAMS 
Lovelady, Texas 

* 


Taxes Are Beneficial 
To the Edito: 

Your’ editorial ‘The People’s 
Hero” in The Texas Observer of 
January 17th adversely criticizes 
Governor Shivers’ tax program on 
the basis that it would be paid by 
“The People.” 

While I would make no brief for 
Governor Shivers, I would disagree 
with your premise that only the 
wealthy (‘individuals and corpora- 
tions! should shoulder the burden 
of new taxes 


One thing that is wrong with 
government today (Texas State 
Government particularly) is that 


too few people are paying too much 
taxes. Please do not take that state- 
ment out olf context 

It is a most logical conclusion 
that if a citizen has to pay money 
out of his pocket to support gov- 
ernment, he will be more inclined 
to exert every possible effort to be 
sure that his money buys good gov- 
ernment 

Conversely, if government costs 
him nothing, he will have little in- 
centive to see that it is improved 
Its management then will fall to 
those who do pay the taxes, and if 
they have little interest in the pub- 
lic welfare, government will be pat- 
terned to their own personal selfish 
interests 

That is largely what has been 
happening in Texas during recent 
years. State government has been 
managed by the big taxpayers 
the State, and a goodly portion 
them show no great love for Texas 
beyond what they can exploit from 
our rich resources 

It would be most worthwhile if 
some division of our state univer- 
sity could study the individual tax 
systems of the 48 states to deter- 
mine the width of their tax bases; 
that is the ratio of direct taxpayers 
to the population. I believe it would 
be a safe conclusion that the states 


of 
of 


endorse- : P 
| with the broadest bases are getting 


the best government. 

This is not to propose that the 
principle that “Those best able to 
pay should pay the most” should be 
abandoned. It would merely link 
with it the principle that “A citizen 
who does not share directly in the 
cost of government is less than half 
a citizen.” Or to put it another way, 
“The privilege of citizenship carries 
with it the responsibility of paying 
taxes. No good citizen will try to 
shirk his responsibility.” 

JAMES S. ALDERMAN 
Bellaire, Texas 


On ‘Un-American’ Tags 
To the Editor: 

The House un-American Activi- 
ties Committee has often been crit- 
icized for its concentration on the 
left, while ignoring the fascists of 
the extreme right. As if in delayed 
reaction to such complaints, the 
Committee recently formally ap- 
proved and issued a sharp condem- 
nation of the numerous “merchants 
of hate” who are listed by name in 
a report on the “Neo-Fascist and 
Hate Groups” in the U.S.A. 

The Committee’s report singled 
out for attention numerous groups, 
publications, and individuals, and 
in the words of the Committee, 
‘these clearly subversive and un- 
American hate and fascist groups 
are exploiters of racial and relig- 
ious bigotry who are doing as 
great a violence to our national in- 
stitutions as do those of the ex- 
treme left.” 

The Committee then listed a num- 
ber of publications, individuals, and 
organizations .. (It) emphasized 
that the publications listed in the 
report are “the clearing houses for 
the fascists and the hate  propa- 
gandists throughout this Nation.” 

Referring to these fascist and 
hate groups, the Committee noted 
that “their vicious and venomous 
lies are often clothed in seeming 
discussions of grave issues such as 
the Communist emnace.” The Com- 
mittee also made it quite clear that 
its report “conveys only the minut- 
est portion of the total picture of 
such organizations, individuals, and 
publications in this Nation today.” 

The “discovery” of neo-fascism 
and the hate groups by the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
is a welcome, if somewhat belated 
development. Most Americans are 
blissfully ignorant that ten years 
after Hitler and Mussolini, such 
publications as the American Na- 
tionalist, the National Republic, and 
Common Sense are continuing to 
spew out their venomous hatred 
and ignorance around the Nation, 
month after month, and ABSO- 
LUTELY NOTHING has been done 
about it. We are with the Commit- 
tee 100 per cent in their efforts to 
oppose these activities to the public 
eye 

As matters now stand, the U.S.A 
has moved quite far away from the 
ideal of free political expression 
To our mind, only a_ substantial 
threat to our free political institu- 
tions or a violation of the laws 
could justify the prosecution of any 
political group under the Smith 
Act. This is true not only in the 
case of a group whose ideas and 
conduct are objectionable, but espe- 
in such a case 

Accepted and _ popular ideas 
should need no protection, for the 
unpopular and the hateful ideas 
put the American system to the 
test. The right-wing and extremist 
(fascist) as well as the left-wing- 
extremist (communist) groups 
should be exposed and prosecuted. 
But in the absence of any clear and 
immediate danger to our national 
welfare, the Smith Act should not 
be invoked, for public opinion will 
deal with such groups, I hope, far 
more effectively than any action 
by any governmental agency. 

KENNETH A. CATHEY 
Houston 





Dallas Polio Fund Drive 


DALLAS, Jan. 17—Dallas March 
of Dimes officials hope to have col- 
lected $350,000 by the end of this 
month to help finance national pro- 
grams to combat infantile paralysis 
PREMIUM GAS 29 CENTS 

HOUSTON, Jan. 31 — Premium 
gas sold by major oil firms in and 
around Houston has been increased 
from 28 and one-half to 29 cents 
Increases in tank wagon costs are 
given as the reason. 
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FOR PRIMARIES 


Houston, S. A. Demos 
Favor Listing Party 


Special to The Texas Observer bin bill. A debate on public powe 
AUSTIN | between the Young tepublican 
Democrats in Houston have en-jand the Young Democrats was the 


dorsed Sen. Kilmer Corbin’s bill occasion at hich the exchang 
requiring a statement of party pref- took place 
erence when registering to vote, In San Antonio, Allison Peery, a 


30d O'Callaghan, a Re- 


and a debate on the subject will be | Democrat, 

sponsored by the Democratic! publican, and a spokesman for the 

Women of Bexar County Wednes- | present Shivers administration will 

day, Feb. 2 be members of the panel Wednes- 
Corbin’s bill would require the | Gay night at the Manor Tea Roon 

tax assessor-collector to stamp the The Democratic Women of Bexar 


County are on record for the party 
preference requirement, eliminatior 


and abolition of thé 


with his 
vot- 


voter's 
party 

ers would be 
ing in a primary election, 


poll tax receipt 
affiliation. Independent 
prohibited from vot- | oi 
and each | poll tax. 


cross-filing 


member of a party could vote only The group will elect officers at 
in his own party's primary. the Wednesday meeting. The Young 
A resolution “wholeheartedly | Democrats of Bexar County elect 
supporting the intent” of the bill | Officers Friday night at the court 
house. Poll tax sales reports will be 


was adopted by the executive com- 


mittee of the Harris County Young | heard at both meetings 


Democrats last week in Houston.| San Antonio Democratic leaders 
At a debate on public power, Don /@re negotiating with the Demo- 
Horn of the Young Democrats/cratic National Committee for a 
sought to gain support for the|May visit from Senator Estes Ke- 
measure by Young Republicans ;fauver at a fund-raising dinner 
present, but Bill Stacy, Young Re- | |Mrs. A. L. Voigt, vice-president of 

| the Texas Democratic Advisory 


national committeeman, 


publican 
Young Republicans | | Council, announced. 


said that the 





would not be a party to such a - cama 
resolution. TYLER, Tex., Jan. 10—The popu- 
The resolution favored a_ two-/|lation of Tyler has grown from 339,- 


| 000 according to the 1950 census to | 
51,570 now, city officials state. 


party system and “two strong po- 
litical parties” as well as the Cor- 





H. B. 4 Relegates Injury Claims to 


(Continued from Interpretive Page) | H. B. 4 
have been made had there been no| from paying 
affairs or business of the employer/|25 percent of the 
to be furthered by said trip.” which in no_ event 
Of course, no living man can say | $2, 000 in any one case. Considering 
just what will happen when the | that it is the laboring man who 
courts kick that language around. | pays the fee, the question naturally 
The plight of the employee on 24- | 
hour duty immediately comes to|is so deeply 
mind. Bent purely on a social mis- | its amount 
sion, a car salesman picks up his | panies need 
friend and drives him to a coffee |fourth-rate lawyers, they may more 
break. On the return trip, he suc-|readily avoid paying the full | 
ceeds in selling the friend an auto- jamount actually due a compensa- 
mobile, and then is involved in a | tion claimant. There lies the source 


prohibits an employee 
an attorney more than 
recovery made, 
may exceed 





If the insurance com- 
contend only with 


collision that totally disables him | of T.M.A.’s solicitude for the work- 
for life. Notwithstanding that his | ing man. 
employer receives the benefit of the Nor should we suppose that the 


sale made, under T.M.A. standards} proponents of the bill are unaware 


the employee would have to pickjof the frailties common to all hu- 
up a walking cane and tin cup in-/|manity. The maximum recovery al- 
stead of compensation insurance. lowed under H. B. 4 would be $12,- 

In addition to the technical bur- | 030. Amattorney is representing a 
dens imposed upon the injured disabled 
workman, H. B. 4 would then force |@Md the insurance carrier offers 
him to employ a cheap lawyer. No $8,000 to settle the case. If the 
one but the undertaker profits | attorney recommends acceptance of 
from the remployment of a cheap | the settlement, he receives a fee of 
doctor, and no one but the insur- | $2,000. and the injured man nets 
ance companies could profit from | $6,000. On the other hand, if he re- 
forcing competent attorneys out of |fuses the settlement he must fight 
the Workmen's Compensation In-|the case through the District and 
surance field of litigation. Natur- | Appellate Courts for 18 months to 
ally, under the new bill the insur- | two years. if he is successful, at the 
ance companies may continue to end of the litigation, he receives 


| totally client, let us say, 


pay their high-priced counsel as the same . fee of $2,000. and the 
much as they please (passing the | Client receives $10,030 
if| In a neighboring state where a 


amount on as premium increases, 
necessary) but the injured work- 
man would be restricted in the 
amount he could pay his counsel. 
Under the present act, the work- 
man may pay to his counsel one- 
third of the amount recovered for 
him. A comparison of the net pay- 
ments allowed a workman by the 
Industrial Accident Board with net 
payments received by the same 
workman after an attorney has 
represented him in Court, will 
quickly answer the question of why 


similar provision has long been a 
part of the Compensation Law, at- 
torneys of highest morals and the 
greatest respectability somehow us- 
ually find a reason to settle a case 
rather than try it when the amount 
offered will provide the maximum 
fee limit allowed under the law. 
The T.M.A. bill would relegate the 
Compensation Insurance field to 
cheap lawyers, and then supply 
them with strong temptation to set- 
tle their cases cheaply. 

The greatest hoax of all is found 








T.M.A. is suffering with enlarge- 

ment of the heart in its sympathy |in the suggestion that the party 

for the workmen who may hire paying a premium will benefit 

attorneys. It is not an exaggeration from the reduction of the amount 
jallowed as attorneys’ fees. Assum- 


to say that an over-all average | 
would show that the workman who | ing as we must that fair awards are 
now appeals from an award of the | being made in compensation cases 
Industrial Accident Board receives |by our courts, how can it affect 
two or three times more as his net ithe amount of compensation insur- 


suggests itself as to why the T.M.A. | 
interested in reducing | 
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Through the Maze 


(Continued from box, Page 1) 





L. V. Ruffin, grady, i aid to 
have made a “protit” of $310,694 on 
four deals with the land Board in- | 

ving 99 veterans, some of who 
Say in affidavits they did not know 
they were buying land. Ruffin say 
he did not make that much money 
and did not recruit the veterans 


B. R. 


oclated with 


Sheffield, Brady, has be« 
Ruffin, 
preceding Ruftir 


particular 
In transactions 
sale to the 
of land in Kinney County: but 


’ 


association is not 


Land Board of 10.79 
acre 
the extent of this 
established. 

J. Paul Little, 
proved title examinations 
he himself sold the 
under the assumed name, “J. C 
Hillery,” according to testimony 


Crystal City, ap- 
to land 


state program 


In addition, Elbert Wall, Brad, 
Sheffield’s son-in-law, told this 
newspaper he sold 260 acres of land 


to the Veterans’ Land Board, but it 


was not entirely clear whether this 
was a multiple sale involving 
number of veterans 


REA Lends $348,000 


For Rural Dial System 

LA GRANGE, Jan. 31—A $348,000 
loan from the Rural Electrification 
Administration has been requested 
to construct a dial telephone sys- 
tem in the rural areas around La 
| Grange. 


%i haan Lawyers’ 


for the protection afforded employ- 
ers of labor, and that such employ- 
ers want to eliminate the grab. A 
| consideration of the ratio of admin- 
jistrative and _ policy-writing ex- 
pense to losses paid by workmen’s 
|compensation insurance cases 
would likely be illuminating, and it 


is right at this point that the 
|yearning to become self-insurers 
|by our captains of industry has 


largely found its origin. 

Perhaps the cruelest thing found 
in H. B. 4 is the permission granted 
|in the self-insurance provisions for 
| the employer to deposit only $20,000 
| with the Insurance Commissioner 
|}as a reserve for discharging com- 
pensation claim indebtedness. If 
two employees should become. to- 
| tally disabled within the same year, 
| they would be entitled to maximum 
compensation of $24,060, or $4,600 
more than would be required to be 
on reserve. It is true that some pro- 
vision is made to cover catastro- 
phes, but the protection for the nor- 
mal operation ot a business covered 
by the Compensation Act is ridicu- 
lously low. 

The only way to reduce pre- 
miums is to reduce the amount paid 
out to the workingman, whether all 
or none of it goes to attorneys’ fees. 
This reduction should be made 
through better safety regulations 
and the consequent lessening of the 
number of accidents occurring in 
industry. H. B. 4 would take the 
reduction out of the hide of the 
workingman under the guise of 
melping him. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


| 
} 
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- CLASSIFIED ADS 


To submit a classified ad, write Drawer 
F, Capitol] Station, Austin, or call 70746. 


Help Wanted 


STRINGERS—The Texas Observer is 
building up a bank of reliable reporters 
all over Texas. Professional reporters of 
an enlightened turn of mind are urged 
to contact the Editor, The Texas Observer, 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. 

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES— 
If you have some spare time and would 
like to help The Texas Observer grow, 
write the Business Manager for advertis- 
ing solicitation forms. Percentage of sales 
can be arranged. The Texas Observer, 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, . Austin. 








LEGAL ADS 


ompensation payment. after pay-|ance premiums paid if the same 
ing an attorney one-third, than he|Standard for fixing the amount 
would have received as his part|thereof is applied, but a greater | NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 
= | | INCORPORATE 
had he accepted the award of the | part of the award allowed the | COUNTY OF HARRISON 
Bozrd and dispensed with the ser- | working man? STATE OF TEXAS 
os ’ y ar __|TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
vices of an attorney. In fact. the Great doubt is thrown on the Notice is hereby given that Arthur de 
figures in one office covering the , suggestion that premium rates are | on ardenas, Clarence A. Evans, and Jack T. 
2 - : i a . p SRE - a sibhecnhe | Sheeler, partners, composing the firm of 
period 1947 to 1952 showed that on} too high beacuse of the activities of | pan American Engineering & Associates 
appeals from awards of the Board, |attorneys and awards made, by the lof Longview, Texas, intend to incorporate 
~ollecti . os 5.000 aur eR , 4} BENE . te .- ich firm under the name of Pan Ameri- 
collections of some $105,000 were |desire of the sponsors of the bill to|¢an Engineering, Incorporated, after the 


made as opposed to some $13,000! be allowed to become ssidaanamen 


that would have been collected had |The only possible reason for this 
there been no lawyers to take the | desire is a belief that the 


cases to Court. ‘companies are, charging too much 


| expiration 
|} the 22nd day of January, 1955. 


insurance | 


of thirty days from this date, 


PAN AMERICAN ENGINEERING 
& ASSOCIATES 
By: Ss} CLARENCE A. EVANS 
42-4 Partner 


jand legal 


| 
| 








| State of Texas described as 








TO WHOM IT MAY CONC! 

Notice is hereby 
Texas Equipment Co., pre 
nership composed of Joe 
H. C. Bell, Jr., has 
vithout a change 

fir hereafter 

orporatior 


TRAL TEXA 


giver 


t name and i 
the State of Texas 
Notice is hereby giver 
TT Richard §S White 
White, whose 


unknowr 


resider 


property 
interest 
representative 
known heirs and t 
f each of the above 
tioned persons who mr 
the corporate office 
and stockholders of 
med or mentioned part 
srporations, defunct 
getner with the suc : 
igns of such corporate 
receivers, 
all persons, including 
pwning or having or 
or equitable interest 
following described prope 
Plaintiff herein, for t 
certain lot, tract, or parcel 
ard being situated in the ¢ 





in Outlot 8, of Division B 
Addition, in the City o A 


County, Texas according 
plat of said addition recorded 
3, page 40 of the Plat 





County, Texas: and being the 
erty conveyed by Jno. A. Gra 
S. White and wife, Sylva J 
Deed dated May 15, 1934 and 
Volume 502, page 438, Deed 
Travis County, Texas. 





Which said property is 
Plaintiff for taxes ir th 
amounts: $86.66, exclusive 


penalties and costs, and there 
in this suit in addition 
said interest, penalties and 
allowed by law up to and 
day of judgment herein 

You are hereby notified 
been brought by the City of 
Plaintiff, against the above 
sons, and the 
County of Travis, as Defendants, 
filed on the 16th day of Decemt 
in a certain suit styled City 
vs. Richard S. White, et al 
tion of the taxes on said pr 
that suit is now pending in 
Court of Travis County 53rd J 
trict, and the file number of 
100,097, that the names 
units which assess and collect 
the property hereinabove descr 
made parties to this suit are, N¢ 

Plaintiff and all other taxing 
set up their tax claims seek re 
delinquent ad valorem taxes 
erty hereinabove described, and 
tion to the taxes all interest 
and costs allowed by law thers 
and including the day of judgmer 
and the establishment and fore 
liens, if any, securing the ps 
same, as provided by law. 

All parties to this suit, inc 
tiffs, Defendants, and Inter 
take notice that claims not only 
taxes which were delinquent on 
erty at the time of this suit wa 
all taxes becoming delirfquent 
any time thereafter up to the da 


of 








ment including all interest, penalti 


costs allowed by law thereon, 


request therefor, be recovered hereir 


+ 


out further citation or notice 
ties herein, and all said parties 
notice of and plead 
claims and pleadings now 
which may hereafter be 
cause by all other parties hereir 
of those taxing units above 


filed 


may intervene herein and set 
respective tax claims against 
erty. 

You are hereby commanded 
and defend such suit on the fir 
after the expiration of Fort 
days from and after the date of 
hereof, the same being the 
March A. D., 1955 (Which 
day of such citation), before 
able District Court, 53rd Judi 


of Travis County, Texas, to be 
courthouse thereof, then and the 
cause why judgment shall] not 
for such taxes, penalties, 
costs, and condemning said 
ordering foreclosure of the 
and statutory tax liens thereon 
due the Plaintiff and the 
parties hereto, and those who 
vene herein, together with 
penalties and costs allowed by 
and including the day of judg 
and all costs of this suit. 
Issued and given under 


seal of said court in the Cit 
Travis County, Texas, this 
January, A. D., 1955 
(s) O. T. MARTTI? 
Clerk of the I 
Travis C<« 
41-2 


CITATION BY PUBLICATI( 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Carl V. O’Grady Defer 
hereinafter styled and numbered 

You are hereby commanded 
before the 126th District Court 
County, Texas, to be held 
house of said county in the 
tin, Travis County, Texas, a 
first Mor 


rf 


10 o’clock A. M. of the 

the expiration of 42 days fror 
of issuance hereof; that 3 
before, 10 o'clock A. M. of M 


7th day of March, 1955, and 
petition of plaintiff in C 


100,326, in which Bonnie O’Grad 
tiff and Carl V. O'Grady 
filed in said Court on the 


January, 1955, and the r 
said suit is as follows 

Being an action and 1 
ment in favor of Plaint 
Defendant for decree of d 
the bonds of matrimony he 
now existing between said 1 
tiff alleges cruel treatr 
Defendant towards her 
as to render their further 
as husband and wife al 
portable: Plaintiff further 
restoration of her former 
Harms: Plaintiff further 
children were born of said 
community property exists 
ther prays for relief, general 

All of which more fulls 
Plaintiff's Original Petitior 
office : 

If this citation is not serve 
days after the date of its issu 
be returned unserved 

WITNESS, 0. T. MARTIN 
of the District Cour 


ef 





Texas. 


State of Te xas 


and answe 


ander my hand and 
cffice in the 
lith day 


ed and given 
of said Court at 
f Austin, this the 
14 ® 
O. T. MARTIN, JR 
of the District Courts, 
Tr s County, Texas. 
Git. W. BICKLER, Deputy 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
Tk OF TEXAS 
I Graf, Def endant, in the 
jed and cause; 

omrnanded to appear 
t Court of Travis 
d at the court- 
ir in the City of Austin, 
lexus, at or before 10 
rst Monday after the 
f days from the date of 
of hat is to say, at or be- 
Monday the 28th 


numbered 


his 
A i 


of January, 
hich said suit 


judg- 
guinst 
ecree of divorce dissolving 
trimony eretofore: and 
between said pz Plain- 
hat she and Defendant have 
ate und apart without cohabita- 
a4 of more than ten years; 

the lleves that no children 
inion and no commun- 
as accumulated; Plaintiff 
ral and Spe- 


tion and prayer for 
Plaintiff and 


arties ; 





ally appears from 
tion on file in this 
reference is here 


served within 90 


itation is not 
it shail be 


late of its issuance, 
1 unserved 
ESS, O. T 


District Courts 


MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
of Travis County, 


sued and given under my hand and the 
f said Court at office in the City of 
this the 10th day of January, 1955 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
PEARL BALLARD, Deputy 


By (s) 


WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

ce is hereby given that Joe Delgado, 
tine Delgado and Reynolds Delgado, 
composing the firm of South- 
Furniture Manufacturers and do- 





@ business under that name, have in- 
rporated such firm without a change 
he firm name on January 1, 1955. 


SOUTHWESTERN FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURERS 
by Reynolds Deglado, partner: 
Joe J. Delgado, partner; and 
Augustine Delgado, partner. 


( CIT ATION BY PU IBLICATION 
TE OF TEXA 
Re »bert Lee Day, re in the 
z styled and numbered cause: 
hereby commanded to appear 
re the 126th District Court of Travis 
vy, Texas, to be held at the court- 
f said county in the City of Austin, 
County, Texas, at or before 10 
A. M. of the first Monday after 
‘piratio m of 42 days from the date of 
suance hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
re, 10 o'clock A. M. of Monday the 28th 
of February, 1955, and answer the 
ition of plaintiff in Cause Number 
Of in which Alberta Day is Plain- 
ff and Robert Lee Day is defendant, 
said Court on the 16th day of 
1954, and the nature of which 
is as follows: 
ng an action and prayer for judg- 
in favor of Plaintiff and against 
lant for decree of divorce dissolv- 
bonds of matrimony heretofore 
’ existing between said parties; 
tiff leges cruel treatment on the 
f Defendant towards her of such a 
as to render their further living 
as husband and wife altogether 
rtable: Plaintiff further alleges 
children were born of said union 
n ommunity property accumulated ; 
iff further prays for restoration of 
me, Alberta Johnson and for 
ge and special; 
f which more fully appears from 
tiff Original Petition on file in 
ffi and to which reference is here 





fter 








is not served within 90 
it shall be 


s citation 
jate of its issuance, 





d. 
T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
of Travis County, 





ve 
f oO. 
District Courts 
sued and given under my hand and 
f said Court at office in the 

f Austin, this the 14th day of Janu- 


O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas 
(s) PEARL BALLARD, Deputy 





( ITATION BY PU BLICATION 
STATE OF TEXAS 
) Helen Gerlach Defendant, in the 
nafter styled and numbered cause: 
are hereby commanded to appear 
it Texas, to be held at the court- 
e the 126th District Court of Travis 
xk A. M. of the first Monday after 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 
f said county in the City of Aus- 
ation of 42 days from the date of 
hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
o'clock A. M. of Monday the 21 
February, 1955, and answer the 
1 of plaintiff in Cause Number 
in which William Gerlach is plain- 
Helen Gerlach is defendant, filed 
Court on the 15 day of Septem- 
154, and the nature of which said 
is as follows: 
an action and prayer for judg- 
t in favor of Plaintiff and against De- 
nt for decree of divorce dissolving 
onds of matrimony heretofore and 
ting between said parties: Plain- 
ges cruel treatment on the part of 
ia towards him of such a nature 
ender their further living together 
hand and wife altogether insupport- 


Plaintiff further alleges that no 
were born of said union and no 
property cumulated: Plain- 


f we ol prays for relief, general and 


appears from 
on file in this 


f which more fully 
tiff’s Original Petition 


within 90 
it shall be 


ot served 


late of its issuance, 
7] nserved 
NESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
District Courts of Travis County, 


under my hand and 


Y a yiven 
f said Court at office in the 
ustin, this the 6th day of Janu- 
0. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts 
Travis County, Texas 
By (s) GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 
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Executive Pay Raise Bill 
THE HOPPER 
Passes After Horseplay SS SI STS ESET GS 




















Texas Legislature last week: fraudulent deals and false and mis- 
AUSTIN The House voted Ford d 06 rning hen it became apparent Tax bills: Raise the tax on beer |leading advertising, and require 
\ cantankerous House of Repré 27. on a delaying motion that adjournment would be voted | $3.30 per barrel, about one cent per | posting of a surety bond of $10,000 
itatives finally passed the exe Then Frank McGregor, represent ntil Monday morning. Rep. Jack! barrel to yield $14 million: Rep.|by dealers which would be for- 
e pay raise Thursday, but not itive from Waco, vanted to in-| Bryan of Buffalo, Texas, said Sadler, Percilla. Tax car parking feited if the law were violated in 
the Covernor received notice | crease the Govern salary to $35 Say, I thought we adopted 4! lots three percent of their gross re- | any way; Sen. Strauss, Hallettsville 
it some members were not happy 000 instead of $25,000 from his prt 5 tion to work - five lay a/ceipts:; Rep. Bryan, Buffalo. Tax Create a nine-member Texas 
th him t $12,000. Rep, McGregor i eek natural gas dedications ‘one cent |Commission on Higher Education, 
Rep. Curtis Ford of Con ed the office should not The vas a little half-hearted | per 1,000 cubic feet of gas going | Members to be named by the Gov- 
Chris ected to passag m ed to the wealthy. and t play and the rT" Cheathan into pipelines) to yield $33 million; | ernor for six-year terms: Sen. Lock 
t m 2 nds that the st a Governor s t whit aired epresentative Rep. Ford, Corpus Christi. Already | Lufkin 
had vet bes idopte d it amo f his sala to|f Cuero t loose from the left introduced: Increase state gasolin¢ Regulate trust companies under 
as soor they w t] i House sales tax from four to six cents,|the Banking Commission, Rep. Jo- 
ot pass beca rf serlin of B t \ we wuz jus’ jokir Rep. Murphy, Houstor seph, Waco 
S$ spending ‘ $35,000 t ited wie aliedi ‘i, Require party registration at the). Require prison sentences for mo- 
_— a until a Rislative s :, a : : louse adjourned inti Monday time of payment of poll tax, and sestors of eres terms from 10. 
‘S days old. By ; - , . defray se , rt bar from party primaries a member | 15 2nd 25 years, depending = & 
dence, the temporary S$ adopt ‘ ' ts G of another party or an independent; | 8™&® of molestation; Sen. Willis. 
nit the 75-da . nt want to | Sen. Corbin, Lubbock nd Rep. | Fort Worth 
Let school districts issue bond is- 


We've Gone without gettis kpenses,” Berlin said. “If wv Good Neighbor Council Garmichall. Hillsboro 
own pi se signed Ford «: ‘ = lings f , - sues for school construction up to 
: sae To Meet February 18-19 Allow investment in corporations | 19 jorcent of the assessed property 




















‘Somehow I think this or \ j i t ite 
probably get signed a little fast ent sa pla n n t LAREDO, Jan. 31—The five-state | With up to 50 percent of the per-' ine. of the district, tax rates to 
ee a ie aie Ford ve tag tots ' eS a al Good Neighbor Council from four ™@nent funds of the University of be set at the same election but not 
ferring to Shivers's failure 1 mennial ve can't do| Mexican states and Texas will hold , Texas and Texas A&M; Rep. Smith. 4, cyceed the present limit of $1.50 
+} pa sige fos gislat f , a two-day meeting here February | San Marcos on $100 valuation; Sen. Aikin, Jr., 
$10 to $ 1 da , } Moor f | 18-19 Regulate car dealers, require | Paris, and Rep. Sanders. Dallas 
State fi is visit with President H iggish! uggested that Plans were laid for committee | State-issued licenses, prohibit th: Increase penalties for dope ped- 
Fisenhowe n Washington. Mem- M McGre would a tiand business sessions and attend- sale of cars as “new” which have dling from 20 years to life on the 
bers ha ot be paid Thursday nent “to ta ire of pore | ance at the main events of the fiesta| ~ am first offense and to death for the 
ers of the Hous n|season at a meeting here Jan. 22. |COUNCILMEN RUN AGAIN second offense; Rep. Welch, Mar- 
t pa Claude Meadows, a member of| DALLAS, Jan. 31—Led by Mayor | lin, and Rep. Bell, Temple 
P ‘i ti t ex} the Texas Good Neighbor Commis-|R. L. Thornton, Sr., Dallas bank Substitute public convenience 
laws in the Making Wit t irther ad MeG sion, and Glenn Garrett, executive |members of the Dallas City Council and necessity” for the present 
‘ tal i 1 ecretary f the Commission, will | will seek re-election as a nine-per- “proof of financial loss” as_ the 
t .ul ' attend the February conference.|son team in the April 5 city elec- | basis on which the Railroad Com- 
Here is what happened in the table Jose F. Muguerza is president of|tions. They are the candidates of | mission must base decisions to stop 
Legislature last week S 4 : na the Council the Citizens Charter Association train service; Rep. Sadler, Percilla 
The House adopted W. A. St « —— 
and passed a bill raising the pa A ala m tne : 
eparerary tate officials, 125-13 \ ive not en pa YOUR LOCAL AGENT —6 
see related story) int i t x n 1G - 


Ths Senate pass | 


ting cities to call elections t St t-ba l mt Siame you nr 
bond money for purposes ther | bers 1 vote to raise u 
than the original purpos« and to , Goverr s) salary re t t 
I ; 1 t from | Washington, D. C., and lid t f & 


prohibit the Suprer 





t - 
delegating its sole authority in de- | sig! S 1. B fo ) 
termining qualificatior for Texas|the Governor you ought 
lawyers h g he Sta 


The Senat: adopted a H ‘ p- Lexas ar (tine 


proved resolution advising the Rus- ffice 
sian people to wait for the inevi- \ t this time 1 newsmar 











table revolution against th: 2aN€- | across the press table, suppressing 

ster Soviet government.” laughter, passed the word that 
The Senate approved 46 appoint-| Governor had just signed the pay 

ments by the Governor, in ling | raise f ir distinguished solons 


Earl Rudder . Land Commis TE » going to pay expenses ‘ 


sioner f ympaigning,” Stroman charged 
An insurance regulation bi : yhead re going to — t pay { ¢, 


ing Capital requirements t $25 wy) a7 | " 
plus $125,000 surplus was sent t ) t 


itty 


friendly sub-comm e bv a 7- M yuntr in a drouth. I'n ~\ 
vote of the Senate Insurance C here to represent the people. ['n id — 
mittee aan to represent the men who 
nized ila ected by the people. This bill | 
os onside: f 


Othe ‘ommiuttees rganizeda a 


ea 


heard preliminary testimony nha properly Sl 
The Governor signed int aM nd | not gonna vote for it } 
the enabling bill z legislator Be I stompeda ODOackK ip to the = / 


























raising , 
pay from $10 to $25 a day for the | cton pil stick—that’s the mic! F \ 
first 120 davs of a session. as art 7 _ ie tin tae cn Oe ty 
proved in a constitutional amend-| press tab! oar ee cae “ae \ 
eum peol who had suggested that th: 

Governor should be paid more be- 


sr) meant > 


Seven Rubber Plants “eg Soran hes per t rego Sai are you already know the local agent for your own 


Rar OF Sey the Papen Peery: | union member-owned ICT Insurance Company. If you do, then you're already 


In Texas Set For Sale Stroman said that he thought the 
ficers of the State were supposed familiar with his personal service to you and your community. Perhaps you know 


Special to The Teras Observe , 
WASHINGTON, DC wae O1 to be working for the people, bu 
ASHINGTON, Ja , ‘the soing to him as a neighbor — even as a close friend of your family. But in case you 7 


before long people’s going 
Seven synthetic rubber plants on|, kei fon Bo peo bag 
ne, | de working for the officers P : : 
me —— ae ae en eT wit. ie ened Ge Mk: Gow don’t know your ICT agent, there is a still greater reason why you should meet 
tively assigned to private buyers by ei, J SoCs =e ’ 
; ' . err $25 ) : wrney Genera = P 

the Government for $140 millior Sa5000; Attorney \ him. Not only is your ICT agent a good citizen and your friend, 

1g $20,000; Comptroller, Treasurer and 


Their total book value is about $18! t €175 - 
million Land C eeumiestonet, pera a he is your partner as well. As a representative of your company, your 
secretarv of State $15,000 ne 
The seven brought about half the : 000. ti ‘ i 
total i for 24 oat thy n the | Governor used to get $12, — ICT agent shares with you its growth, success and stability. 
P . ee | Attorney General $10,000, and the 


S 


His success as an ICT agent contributes to your success as an ICT 


U.S. now owned by the Govern- 
Sn aes tee oon amen LOUNOED GRNOD 
ment. The price for all 24 was $285 


Ford tried to get them to adjourn ; 
owner-customer. It’s just good business to do business with 


million. ; 
before they voted on it, but they 


Congress can approve or reject refused. On the routine motion to 
ene seeds © - and lays. | anand the rule for reading th yourself. tf you havent met your ICT agent, call Western Union operator 25. 
fes, comtracts with the . 
buyers _ ene effective in Apri nue calles a om. © It’s time you met your partner in progress. 
The seven Texas plants and the There then ensued a long ha- 
buyers are Baytown butyl plant. to! cue about when to adjourn. It 


Humble Oil and Refining Co.; Bay- van Thureday, ebout 11:30 in the 
town butadiene plant, to Humble:| ° — . ; 
Houston copolymer plant, to Good- 
year Synthetic Rubber Corp " 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber C 
sidiary; Houston butadiene plant 
Food Machinery and Chemical VOLLUS-COOPER 
Corp.; Port Neches copolymer plant 

to Goodrich-Gulf Chemicals, Inc., FUNERAL 4 
owned half and half by B. F. Good- HOME 
rich Co. and Gulf Oil Corp.; another 


Port Neches copolymer plant, oe ' ' 
Texas-U.S. Chemical Co., co-owned Elves Smith, Manager 


by the Texas Co. and U.S. Rubber HOUSTON, TEXAS 
Co.; and Port ' Neches butadiene FA-3377 

plant, to Goodrich-Gulf Chemicals 
Inc., and Texas-U.S. Chemical Co. 





The ICT Insurance 
Company 


HOME OFFICE: Dallas, Texas @ BenjJack Cage, President 


“y 
C2 
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Owned by Uniom Members « Building a Better America 
320 SEES 












































